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Urbanism and Individuality in Contemporary Thai
Literature:A Comparative Study of 29 February and
Heavenly Orphans

Author :  Suradech Chotiudompant
Abstract

This comparative study of 29 February(Yi Sip Kao Kum Pa) by Kriangkrai
Wachirathammaporn and Heavenly Orphans (DekKampraHaengSuangsawan) by
Phanu Traiwet reveals how an urban setting determines the formation of individuality
among the city-dwelling characters. However, while the former displays the fatalistic
acceptance of loneliness and despair that befalls all the novel’s major characters, the
latter shows the ability of a character who manages to rise above such fatalism and
control the fate of those around him due to his understanding that urban rules and
reality are human constructs.

MIEansIMans 7 39 aUufl 2 (N3ngeu — 141N 2553)



