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Hansel and Gretel as immigrants: In the Land of
Chocolate and Bananas, Two Children Come to the
Foreign Land by Karin Giindisch

Author :  Siriporn Sriwarakan

Abstract

This paper examines In the Land of Chocolate and Bananas, Two Children
Come to the Foreign Land(lm Land der Schokolade und Bananen, Zwei Kinder
kommen in einfremdes Land), a German novel for children by Karin Giindisch. It is a
story of two siblings who emigrated from Romania to Germany with their parents. |
argue that the author might have borrowed the protagonists from the well-known fairy
tale “Hansel and Gretel” in the collection of household stories by the Brothers Grimm
and then altered the original fairy tale with several new elements. Unlike the original
version, gruesome violence is not presented. The author focuses on the close relationship
between parents and children, rather than the children being deserted in the woods.
The story also shows how the two child characters adapt themselves to a new society.
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