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Referential forms in children's conversations
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Referential forms in children's conversations

Author : Theeraporn Ratitamkul

Abstract :

This review article aims to present an overview of research on
referential choice in child conversation. Factors affecting children’s use of
referential forms will be discussed, namely, the status of referents in discourse,
the grammatical roles of referents in clauses and the input to which children are
exposed. Previous studies have shown that children aged two to three years old
are developing pragmatic skills which are important in selecting appropriate
referential forms. Children at this age are also learning to use referential forms
according to the norms of their languages.
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