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Names and surnames in adaptation of ethnic groups
in Chiang Saen district
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Names and surnames in adaptation among ethnic
groups in Chiang Saen district

Author : Sorabud Rungrojsuwan

Abstract :

Names and surnames are used by ethnic groups as a mean to conceal
their ethnicities in order to avoid racial discrimination and protect their rights
as Thai citizens. The purpose of this study is to study three aspects of names
and surnames used by ethnic groups in Chiang Saen district, Chiang Rai
province: 1) characteristics of name and surname, 2) direction of name and
surname changes, and 3) factors in maintaining or changing names and
surnames. The data are names and surnames of 11 ethnic groups in Chiang
Saen district. The study found that there are both names and surnames that are
native to their respective ethnic groups, and those adopted from others.
Furthermore, the study showed an increasing tendency to use Indic names.
With respect to changes, the results show that the Hmong, Tai Lue, Mien, Lao,
Haw, Akha and Shan ethnic groups, for the most part, still maintain their
traditional way of naming. They are more willing to reveal their own ethnicity
than members of other ethnic groups. In contrast, the Burmese, Wa, and Lua’
tend to use names adopted from other ethnic groups. This fact indicates an
attempt to hide their own ethnicity. Lastly, the factors that currently affect
maintaining names and surnames in ethnic languages are 1) size of community,
2) livelihood in the community. Factors that motivate name changes are 1)
discourse on “marginal people” 2) awareness of being a Thai citizen, 3)
problems in communicating with government officials, and 4) abandonment of
traditional practices.

Keywords: names, surnames, ethnicity, adaptation
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