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Verbs in Wuming Zhuang: A Syntax-Semantics
Interface Approach

Author : Naruadol Chancharu

Abstract :

This present study offers a descriptive analysis of verbs in Wuming
Zhuang (WZ), conducted by adopting a syntax-semantics interface approach. It
addresses three important issues: identification of WZ verbs, their
subclassification, and their lability and argument realisation. First, it is argued
that WZ verbs are a category organised by the principles of prototype structure
and family resemblance and marked by fuzziness. Some important
characteristics of prototypical verbs in WZ are that they concern relations
between temporal and causal sequences and exhibit tense/aspect/modality
marking. Second, 23 subclasses of WZ verbs can be distinguished by their
transitivity, the semantic roles taken by their arguments, and their lexical
aspect. Third, a causative verb is identified as a transitive verb with
agentive/patientive participation, while an inchoative verb is an intransitive
verb with patientive participation. A labile verb then is a verb form that can be
used both causatively and inchoatively. Moreover, it is proposed that the
argument realisation of WZ verbs observes a hierarchy in which a syntactic
relation hierarchically lower must encode a semantic role as high as or lower
than the semantic role encoded by a hierarchically higher syntactic relation.

Keywords: verbs, syntax, semantics, syntax-semantics interface
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