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Fundamental Frequency Behavior of Clear-voiced

Vowel and Breathy-voiced Vowel spoken by Older
and Younger Speakers in Nyah Kur (Chaobon)
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Fundamental frequency behavior of clear-voiced
vowels, and breathy-voiced vowels spoken by older
and younger speakers in Nyahkur (Chaobon)

Author : Charttreeya Churat

Abstract :

This study aims at investigating the fundamental frequency of clear-
voiced vowels and breathy-voiced vowels in Nyah Kur (Chaobon) pronounced
by older and younger speakers, each group consisting of five speakers. The
findings show that the behavior of the fundamental frequency of clear-voiced
vowels and that of breathy-voiced vowels is identical for both groups: the
clear-voiced vowels have a higher fundamental frequency than breathy-voiced
ones. This indicates that clear-voiced vowels tend to have a higher pitch than
breathy-voiced vowels. In addition, the pitch contour of the older group is
similar to that of the younger group, i.e. the pitch contour of the clear-voiced
vowels is high falling, while the pitch contour of the breathy-voiced vowels is
low-falling. The results of this study support the findings of other research
reports. In the future, it is plausible that Nyah Kur (Chaobon) could become a
tonal language with a two-tone system: present clear-voiced vowels with a
higher pitch may possibly lead to a high tone and present breathy-voiced
vowels with a lower pitch may evolve into a low tone.

Keywords: Nyah Kur, Fundamental frequency, Pitch height and contour.
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