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The relation between the use of the Preterite/the Imperfect

and temporal markers by Thai students of Spanish’

Nunghatai Rangponsumritw

Abstract

This study aims to examine the association between temporal markers and the
choice of past tense morphological forms in Spanish, namely the Preterite and
the Imperfect, among Thai learners. The subjects were fifty-one undergraduate
students majoring in Spanish, twenty-three of whom were sophomores and
twenty-eight were juniors. The subjects were asked to take a written test
consisting of 50 questions, in which they had to choose between Preterite and
Imperfect forms occurring with temporal markers ayer ‘yesterday’, e/ ario (mes,
semana) pasado ‘last year (month, week etc.), dos (¢7es, etc.) veces ‘two (three,
etc.) times,’ siempre ‘always, or muchas (varias, etc.) and wveces ‘many (several,
etc.) times’. The results indicate that although teachers and textbooks state that
the association between temporal markers and choice of past tense forms is just
a tendency, rather than an absolute or fixed rule, many learners resort to

temporal markers as the indicator of past tense choice. The findings point to a
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teaching approach in which the learners pay more attention to the meaning and
the speaker’s point of view in presenting the event rather than formal contexts

when choosing between two past tense forms.

Keywords: Spanish past tenses, Preterite, Imperfect, temporal markers, Thai

learners of Spanish
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