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The Thai Lexical System of 2nd Language Learners:

A Case Study of Laotian and Korean Students

Wichat Booranaprasertsook’

Abstract

This paper presents the results of a study that explored the mental organization
of the lexical system of Laotian and Korean students learning Thai as a foreign
language compared with that of Thai students. A word association test
(WAT), consisting of 90 Thai word prompts taken from Booranaprasertsook’s
(2007) list, was used to explore the organization of words in the subjects’
mental lexicon. The relationship between stimuli and responses was analyzed
using the criteria of Booranaprasertsook (2007), who proposes a model of the
Thai lexical system which is different from other models previously proposed

by Western psycholinguists.

The results show that the responses of Korean and Laotian students reveal a
high proportion of comparison association; for most Korean students, the
association is one of antonymy, while for most Laotian students, it is one of
synonymy. The responses from native Thai students reveal a high proportion

of semantic information association and contextual association.

Based on these findings, it can be concluded that 1) lexical system patterns in

the mental lexicon of L2 learners are different from those of native speakers; 2)
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similarities between L1 and L2 may affect lexical organization in the L2
lexicon. In this study, Laotian students, whose L1 is close to the L2 (Thai),
prefer responding with synonymy while Korean students, whose L1 is different
from the L2 (Thai), prefer responding with antonymy; 3) comparison
association is a common association and the development of a mental lexicon
may transfer from comparison association to other types of association,

especially semantic information association.

Keywords: mental lexicon, Thai lexical system, second language learners,

Laos, Korean
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