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Nirat Suphan: Sunthon Phu’s Creativity
in Composing Khlong Si Suphap

Cholada Rueangruglikit

Abstract

Sunthon Phu composed Nirat Suphan in his own unique form of khlong si
suphap in which there are more regulations than in a typical khlong si suphap.
Moreover, he elaborates on the intricacy of his khlong by supplying internal
rhymes between the two phrases in the same line. A close study of the number
of internal rhymes between the two phrases in the same line finds thirty types in
Sunthon Phu’s khlong si suphap. Also, two patterns specific to Sunthon Phu’s
work are also discovered: the “vcec” which is his most favorite khlong pattern
and the “ccec” khlong pattern. The regulations controlling the composition of
both the “vcec” and the “ccec” khlong patterns are so systematic that they could
be considered as a form of khlong konlabot, a special kind of khlong in which
specific rules are required in its composition. Sunthon Phu composed three
hundred and fifty-four verses of khlong konlabot in Nirat Suphan, both single
and complex, comprising two kinds of konlabot in the same verse. Several new
kinds of khlong konlabot, including Sunthon Phu’s khlong konlabot Son Dok,
which has not been explained, are also discovered in Nirat Suphan. It is noted

that Sunthon Phu’s additional regulations exist also in his khlong konlabot.
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These regulations differentiate Sunthon Phu’s khlong konlabot from those of

other poets, though they are called by the same name.

Sunthon Phu successfully composed both khlong konlabot and non khlong
konlabot. Nirat Suphan reflects Sunthon Phu’s fondness for using internal
rhymes in his composition. It also introduces new content, consisting largely of
a record of the poet’s travels rather than on his sorrow at his separation, which
was the focus of earlier Khlong Nirat by other poets. Sunthon Phu’s personal
opinions, emotions, his witty remarks crystallized from his experiences in life,
and his abundant knowledge of various fields are also well represented in his
melodious and creative khlong. This study reveals various valuable aspects of
Nirat Suphan that have not yet been studied in great depth especially in terms of
their literary merit. Apart from this, the study examines the work from
sociological, cultural, archeological, and geographical perspectives, as well as
from that of nature studies. Because Sunthon Phu’s khlong are generally
recognized as highly influential on the works of later poets, this study could
rebut the accusation by some scholars that Sunthon Phu lacked ability in

composing khlong si suphap and did not succeed in writing khlong.

Keywords: Sunthon Phu, Nirat Suphan, Sunthon Phu’s Khlong, creativity
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