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Japanese Emperor System:

The Continuity and Transformation

Surangsri Tonsiengsom

Abstract

This paper aims to study the continuity and transformation of Japanese
emperor system from the ancient time to nowadays. From ancient literatures
Japanese emperors were inheritors of the Sun Goddess who built Japanese
archipelago and sent her grandson, Emperor Jimmu to govern these islands.
According to this legend, Japanese emperors are “divine emperors”. In Meiji
period (1868-1912) in order to stabilize the country, the Meiji leaders
established the emperor system. The power and importance of the emperor
strongly emphasized in Meiji constitution, ideology, education etc. However,
after the Second World War the emperor system was abolished. The emperor
is only the symbol of the nation and his status has changed from “divine

» «« ) « ) .
emperor to “human cemperor and “mass cmperor I'CSpCCthCly.
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