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The Trapped Lion:
Iran and the Western Powers during the World War

Julispong Chularatana’

Abstract

This article aims to explain and analyze the situations and political-economic
changing in Iran during the World War I and World War 11, especially the
roles and influences of the Western powers to the political economic and social
movement in Iran, and also the efforts of the Iranian leaderships and people to
liberate from the Western domination. Although Iran was a neutral state
during the war times, the Western powers had depressed Iran directly or
indirectly to take their sides. Because of the military and crude oil reserves
strategy, Iran was forced into the Great Wars that had effects to the political,

economic and social movement in Iran.
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