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The Impact of Japanese Occupation in Java, 1942-1945
Dinar Boontharm’

Abstract

The aim of this article is to discuss the impact of the Japanese occupation in
Java between 1942-1945. There are six points to be discussed in this article,
starting from the discourse on the significance of the island of Java to the
Netherlands’ East Indies. The second point to be mentioned is the
characteristics of Javanese society during the colonial period until the time of
the Japanese Occupation. These two points form the background for the
readers who are not familiar with Javanese society. The third point deals with
the steps of Japanese military expansion in the Indonesian archipelago,
followed by the impact of the occupation on the Indonesian nationalists. The
fifth point is the discussion on the impact of the occupation on the ordinary
Javanese people. The impact of the occupation on Javanese culture will be the
final point handled in this article. Nearly the end of the occupation it appears
that the Japanese military administration on Java took steps in facilitating the
ultimate success of the nationalist revolution in Indonesia. This article also
talks about the Japanese policies during the early months of the occupation of
Java, the center of Indonesian political life then and now. It shows that the fate
of Indonesia would have been far different had Japan continued victorious in

the war.

" Lecturer, Department of History, Chulalongkorn University
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