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Thailand-India Relations during World War I1

Sawitree Charoenpong*

Abstract

Relations between Thailand and India, which have been established since
ancient times, are mainly based on culture and commerce. During World War
II, however, the relations between the two countries became different from the
prior and subsequent periods because of intervening factors from the war,
including the influence of other countries such as Japan, which invaded and
seized several areas in Southeast Asia. The relations between Thailand and
India during World War II were also remarkable at the governmental level,
that is, between the Thai government and the Provisional Government of Free
India, or “Azad Hind,” under the leadership of Subhas Chandra Bose, who
collaborated with Japan. In other words, these were relations between the Thai
government and the Indian Independence League, a political organization that
operated in East and Southeast Asia to free India from British colonization
under the policy of using Indian soldiers who were former members of the

British Imperial forces stationed outside India.

There are two main factors that contributed to the political development of the
Indian Independence League in Thailand. First, Thailand borders Singapore,
Malaya and Burma in which a large number of Indians lived, compared with

other countries, and an important objective of the league was to secure funds
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and resources from this region to wage war against British rule in India.
Second, the base in Singapore enabled the Indian National Army, which
collaborated with the Indian Independence League, to attack India from the

east. The army, therefore, had to pass through Thailand on their way to India.

Since Thailand sided with Japan during World War II, the Thai government
cooperated with the Indian Independence League, whether willingly or
unwillingly, by letting them do radio broadcasts from Thailand, providing
venues for their conferences and supporting the Provisional Government of

Free India as Japan suggested.

When World War II ended with the defeat of Japan, the political activities of
the Indian Independence League in this region also ceased as Subhas Chandra
Bose changed his policy to seek help from China and the Soviet Union.
However, Bose is alleged to have died in a plane crash on 18 August 1945.

Keywords:  Thailand, India, World War II
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