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Problematizing Turk Identity in Germany in Dilek

Zaptcioglu’s Der Mond isst die Sterne auf

Siriporn Sriwarakan”
Abstract

This article explores Dilek Zapticioglu’s young adult novel, Der Mond isst die
Sterne auf. The story is set in the 1990s when the same tragedy which had once
happened to the Jews during World War II reoccurred and terrified the Turks
in Germany. A Turkish character, as a father of the old migrant generation,
finds the situation similar to that which happened to the Jews. In his view,
Turkish migrants are persecuted in the same way as the Jews were by the Nazis;
consequently, he is haunted by his thought of connecting the old Nazis to the
neo Nazis and comparing the Turkish migrants with the Jews. It seems that
the father character cannot negotiate with his identity. In fact, he can but he
has a conflict with himself. This can be seen in his dual-family with two wives:
one German and the other Turkish. His children, on the other hand, are
different from their father. The two children characters, Adnan and Omer, are

representatives of the younger generation of German-Turks. Adnan is depicted
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as a figure who knows how to play upon identity and has tricks to negotiate
with his identity for certain benefits. Omer, on the other hand, is presented as
an observer of all incidents, especially his father’s legal conflict and racial
violence. This may suggest that Omer is not bound to a Turk identity and is
able to establish relationships with anyone. I argue that the author
problematizes the Turk identity through the strategies of identity negotiation
and making a social space for Turkish migrants in Germany. In doing so, the
author deploys violence beyond ethnic boundaries and encourages German
youth to have a close relationships with one another in order to eliminate the

sense of alienation among people of different cultures in Germany.

Keywords: young adult novel, identity negotiation, Turks in Germany,

violence beyond ethnic boundaries, neo-Nazis
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