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Haunting Love:
Queer Love and Globalization
in Contemporary Thai Novels

Phongphan Pankhlam®

Abstract

Globalized societies nowadays leave more public spaces for sexual minorities to
be able to conduct their own ways of life. ‘Queer’ is an umbrella term for those
minorities that deviate from heteronormative ideologies whose ideas divide
sexual behavior and identity into those that are normal and natural and those
that are abnormal and unnatural. Like the construction of gender, heterosexual
love is naturalized by excluding and stigmatizing queer love as an unnatural and
‘haunting love.” Applied to ghosts that haunt normal livings, queer love shares
similar aspects as being ‘the other’ that haunts heterosexual love. This article
aims to analyze how globalized heteronormative Thailand constructs the
meaning of queer love in three contemporary Thai novels and how the
heterosexuals are haunted by the love they exclude from their borders of
heteronormativity. The analysis in this article will show that love is not only
understood as a natural feeling and a basic human instinct but is also socially
constructed by dominant discourses. This analysis will also show that the queer

love challenges the heterosexual binary and the heteronormative discourses by
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redefining intimate relationships between the sexual minorities. However,
defining the haunting of queer is a subtle way of strengthening the heterosexual

love bond.
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