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Shadowiness, Concealing-Revealing, Haunting:

Trauma Narratives of Domestic Violence Victims

Krongkarn Atchayasoontorn®

Abstract

Psychological trauma is caused by unexpected violent events that affect the
mind of traumatized people and its impact is shown through their physical
expression; therefore, nonverbal language must be interpreted along with verbal
language to understand trauma narratives. This article studies trauma narratives
caused by domestic sexual violence that affects female protagonists’ minds, in
the context of Italian society, in La Lunga Vita di Marianna Ucria, Voci and
Bagheria, novels by Dacia Maraini. Although the context of class, era, and
culture in these three literary works is different, the patriarchal ideology that
dominates Italian society has caused the same domestic sexual violence. The
author represents the aforementioned trauma through silence and voice i.e.
Marianna’s voiceless communication in La Lunga Vita di Marianna Ucria,
Angela’s telling of symbolic-interpretative fables in Voci and the narrator’s
telling of repetitive traumatic events in Bagheria. Since psychological trauma
creates a conflict between the will to conceal and the will to proclaim the
traumatic events, the trauma of domestic sexual violence becomes complicated

due to its aforementioned characteristics and the family bond. Reading and
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interpreting trauma narratives without ignoring the sufferers’ emotions as well
as by paying attention to their social and cultural context not only help readers
understand the trauma narratives more deeply but also widens other aspects
such as women’s efforts to raise their oppressed voices in order to negotiate
power relations between males and females and to resist the oppression of

patriarchal ideology.
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