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Haunted House:

Haunting and Domestic Violence in Before Nightfall

Chutima Pragatwutisarn”
Abstract

The novel Before Nightfall written by Pongsakorn is a ghost story about a
haunted house. Stories with ghosts as a major theme have long been a form of
entertainment for readers seeking excitement and horror from these
supernatural beings. However, Before Nightfall is more than a mere
entertainment; it invites the readers to take ghosts and haunting seriously.
Haunting in the novel is directly experienced by the female characters who, by
playing the role of haunted subjects, reveal a close relationship between
ghostliness and femininity. The novel also employs ghosts to criticize middle-
class values especially, sexual repression, privacy and ownership of property.
Moreover, ghosts function in the novel as agents of justice. The appearance of
ghosts in the house marks the beginning of the characters’ search for the past.
The search reveals the secret of the house as the site of domestic violence where
women have fallen victim. Once the truth is uncovered and all the spirits

involved are freed, peace and order are restored to the house. However, the
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erasure of the ghosts from the characters’ memories and the substitution of a
love story for haunting make the ending of the novel problematic. In other
words, the narrative makes it appear that domestic violence, in the same way as
the ghosts once haunting the house, is an issue of the bygone past, irrelevant to
the characters in the present, thereby reinforcing the middle class notion of

home as a site of happiness and security.
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