vannaisd tunneunsaeasvigdulatidiendsl 1998

) ¢ ¥
1s3ia u1sALnes

UNAnEa

v

Tugramilanadssendduganisunasesvesgaseiioulng (the New Order) Lii®

A.A. 1998 n1sasienmeunsvuineluduladidenduniilesuaslasuaiuiey

v
o

dnmsamdsnnueaveinludimenssy 1990 Widnnaivmildluanuvesn negun sanuad

' o v

a I a "oy Y '3 o o= '3 =g o v
QﬂNaG\Iu‘U’NﬁUﬂ'J’]U‘VINWUNWUULUUQWWBU@?&B@Q‘U? U “Uﬂﬂ’]WEJUG]?LLU'JULﬂ@U‘VNMNWI‘U

a o a

= . o a A ' s = a v & g
H Quiia1dn (kuntilanak) Tun1sanlivseudivesnneuns Ineil guiaidn dudy

P

Infudlugusdganamdmeruimdunioniesveninudusssy egalsinnn v

CaNle

]
)

AneunsagesrTymarilasuanuisuaingsy vssatdnidasainduliliaiuaula
Wesanuevinmeuasivariiiunmeunsinsas yariusnanils anwdu wazlad

ANUFUTDU

¥
va o

Tuunanuils it I mniiansanseasdonvenmeunsas e Tynad
f.A. 1998 agnadnds svnuinmeusimaitedamelidleddiivasnasudea
Sulaiidosivais mslemeilasaiaiendveanmeunsetazidunuanilviiu
sevnendanamiitaiaussnhavgnisalausuessiiAniy (017 nstudu snanssw
nssindaee vieevginsahluiiAnanmuinauime) ﬁUﬂ”l’iUiﬂﬂ{]@f’J“g”l‘UENﬁ

FalngUnffazegod9deuaunsziisgnIunIuINNgUIANTB U191 SAFRB 03N

*

FaUSeygion uninendeuteyiRdealus (National University of Singapore)

pud]

258198 nuIAEAS DA 42 atiufl 1 (2556): 29-60
Journal of Letters Volume 42 Number 1 (2013): 29-60



LR Y

PufunskaraugRssInvesiiiieauiivinlifenisal egralsinnu seauwen
Fansnananannionssuunuimudenarsvesiviundulivmnglunmeunsages

igynoudl A.A. 1998

Tumsthmguinmeunsidadaiinssnidniesziinnmeuasasesigidunimun
vasndaninanunsvangludsaulaegndlstu fideiaueinmnuieunmeunsases

vigluduladiFedrandad a.a 1998 FliAuuiaunailedn (trauma) A3dnsauiuly

Ao

wnhafgriuauguuswesmsunasedlugaszidoulnindaliadaay Wenarsanly

2wligunaandel a.d. 1998 Uandase

U 9

WIYDIFYBIN YA 13995 10dY DIV TR LAl

v v
a =~ o

91710IANFANHIUNANHTULTITIART LT lun B uA SLIRINETY Aaewmg il

AsAnwIIlATIEianeuasayesTyansliifiuanuduiusseninanineuns

gonlley Juusiualy uazuinwsaiadmeUseiRmans

AdAty:  UIauNailedn, nmeunsasesiydulaiide, eassdoulny, sands-

seidyulal, Anuguuss

258198 nuIAEAS DA 42 atiufl 1 (2556): 29-60
Journal of Letters Volume 42 Number 1 (2013): 29-60



The Trauma of Post-1998 Indonesian Horror Films

Thomas Barker”

Abstract

In the decade following the end of the New Order regime in 1998, feature film
making in Indonesia returned to both productivity and popularity after a hiatus
in the 1990s. Significantly, a third of all films produced over the last decade
have been horror films. Almost all of these horror films have deployed the
familiar kuntilanak ghost, a grotesque avenging female spirit whose desire for
justice propels the film’s narrative. Whilst these horror films have been popular
with audiences, critics have dismissed them as cheap, commercial, derivative

and simplistic.

In this paper I argue that when post-1998 horror films are subjected to greater
scrutiny, they reveal an insight into what haunts contemporary Indonesian
society. By closely analyzing the narrative structure of these films, a temporal
gap is evident between the original violent incident (rape, murder, suicide;
generally ‘crimes of passion’) and the reappearance of the ghost. Typically the
ghost lies dormant until disturbed by a group of unsuspecting Jakartan youths
who then become entangled in her search for justice. In horror films pre-1998,

neither this temporal gap existed nor did the mediating role played by youths.
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By drawing on psychoanalytical film theory that analyses how horror films
represent widely held social anxieties, I suggest that the popularity of horror
films in post 1998 Indonesia indicates a broadly felt trauma about the
unresolved violence of the New Order regime. At the visceral level, these
stories of horror provide catharsis for audiences in post 1998 Indonesia through
the re-enactment of the violence in the genre of horror. My analysis of these
films also reveals a relationship between popular film, contemporary audiences

and historical trauma.

Keywords: trauma, Indonesian horror films, the New Order, post New

Order, violence
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