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The Mekong River

as a Stage for Invented Traditions in Esan’

Pathom Hongsuwan”
Abstract

This research article explores the image and significance of the Mekong River,
which has been transformed into a stage for invented traditions for
northeastern Thai communities along the river. The traditions studied are
passed on from one generation to another by people in districts in seven

Northeastern provinces. The study focuses solely on areas adjacent to the
Mekong.

The researcher divides these invented traditions into five categories:
1) customary traditions, 2) Buddhist traditions, 3) nature conservation
traditions, 4) cross-national relations traditions, and 5) ethnic and cultural

tourism traditions

The research has found that the Mekong River has been transformed into a

stage for invented traditions in the riverine communities through four

This article is part of the research project titled ‘Tnvented Traditions of Northeastern
Communities along the Mehong River” under the TRF Senior Research Scholar project series
“Creative Folklore”: Dynamics and Application in Contemporary Thai Society (2012-2014)
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channels: 1) borrowing traditions from other communities, 2) revival of old

traditions, 3) continuing old traditions and 4) newly inventing traditions.

The findings reveal that people in these communities have used their multi-
faceted folk wisdom, knowledge, beliefs and values to adapt old customs to new
cultural contexts which are related to their Esan culture and ways of life. In
addition, this study exemplifies how folklore is creatively used to present the
image and significance of the Mekong as “a stage for invented traditions”
whether through cultural dissemination, cultural assimilation, cultural

domination and cultural reproduction in the context of social change in

Thailand.

Keywords: invented tradition, Mekong riverine communities, Esan,

belief and ritual, cultural tourism
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