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How Thai Philosophy is Possible?

Soraj Hongladaromx
Abstract

This paper attempts to clarify and answer the question how Thai philosophy is
possible. The reason why this question arises is due to the way "Thai
philosophy” is being taught in many universities in the country. Basically such
way is that the thoughts and beliefs of Thai people are simply described.
Philosophy, however, is different from descriptive and explanatory disciplines
such as area studies or sociology in that the former is normative. There is a
tendency that regards activities such as Thai philosophy as a merely descriptive
discipline. I would like to combat this tendency. I argue, then, that Thai
philosophy is indeed possible, asking the same type of question as Kant did
when he was engaged in the transcendental project. As Kant emphasizes the
role of critical thought and asking deep, foundational questions, Thai

philosophy is possible in the same way.
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