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The Development of Arabic Literature

Manop Adam’

Abstract

Arabic literature has existed since the Era of Ignorance (Jahiliah). It was
written in a simple and natural poetic style without logic. It expressed genuine,
internal feelings. However, it changed after the expansion of Islam. Morals and
ethics were deemed the standard for poetic art in the Umayyad Era. The style
of Arabic literature became richly varied with forms such as poetry, speech, and
a brand new style of writing called AL-Naqa-id, which is a call-and-response
poem to rebut the opposition in an argument, using a single rhyme throughout.
Next came the Abbasid Era, the golden age of Arabic literature, which
included poetry, speech, general writing, and translation. The logic employed in
literature became more sophisticated. Also, philosophical thoughts, analogy,
and simile prevailed in literary works. Following that was the Andalusia Era.
The distinguishing characteristics of poetry in this period lay in the use of
simple and understandable words embracing comparisons and loanwords and
in imagination. Also, AL-Muwashahat, an avant-garde form belonging to the
Andalusi people, became widespread and was later adapted in Eastern
literature. Thus, it can be considered part of the heritage of Arabic literature.
Later, during the Ottoman Era, Arabic literature was not fully developed; still,

cultural and literary heritage was passed on although the poetic art was not
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outstanding. Literature, however, revived in the New Era. Authors from various
places like Cairo, Damascus, and Beirut contributed to contemporary Arabic
literature. European and Western styles of writing short stories, novels, and
plays became more influential and blended with Arabic literature, resulting in

the distinctive character of Arabic literature and its development up till now.
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