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Dis in Sansktit and Buddhist Literature’

Natchapol Sirisawad *

Abstract

The purpose of this article was to compare the concept of di§ in Sanskrit and
Buddhist literatures in order to find the similarities, resemblances, and
differences which may be helpful to understand the concept of di§ in Thai. The
study revealed that the fundamental meanings of di§ in both literatures mainly
concerned direction and region. Firstly, dis as direction in Sanskrit literature
denoted a quarter of the sky and a quarter of the earth whereas in Buddhist
literature it denoted mainly a quarter of the world. In both literatures, there
were two dimensions of direction including horizontal and vertical as viewed by
a speaker and Mount Meru in centric depending on the context. As these two
dimensions were related to the concept of the world of each religion, di$ was,

therefore, different in numbers, names, and meanings depending on the

This article is part of the thesis titled “Lokapalas in Buddhist Literature.” The author would like
to express gratitude to Dr. Chanwit Tudkeao and the reviewers for their insightful and constructive

comments.
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viewpoint of dimensions and contexts. Similarities, resemblance, and
differences in the number of the direction were found in both literatures. While
the names of the direction in Buddhist and Sanskrit literature were cognate
words, the names of the direction in Sanskrit literature also reflected the
primitive Aryan religion in sun-worshiping and the geography of ancient India.
The second meaning of di$§ was identified with the region of the world, air, and
heaven which also related to the concept of the world. Besides the two
fundamental meaning, the concept of di$ in Buddhist literature was used as
metaphor in Buddhist doctrine. Moreover, both literatures had the concept of

the guardians of the direction.

Keywords: dis, direction, region, Sansktit literature, Buddhist literature
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