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Lexical and Phonological Comparison between Khiin and
Other Tai Dialects Spoken in Nan Province

*

Phinnarat Akharawatthanakun

Abstract

This paper aims to show that Khiin in Nan Province shares a large number of
lexical items with Kam Mueang and Standard Thai. Several lexical items in
Khiin in Nan Province are different from the other Khin dialects.
Furthermore, some loanwords from Kam Mueang and Standard Thai have
been used along with the lexical items in Khiin. In terms of the phonological
aspects, some consonants, vowels and tones in Khiin in Nan Province are
different from the other Khiin dialects. Khiin has the same consonant and
vowel systems as that of Lue while its tone system is identical to that of Kam
Mueang. Therefore, it can be hypothesized that Khiin may have lexical and
phonological changes due to the influences of Kam Mueang, Lue and Standard
Thai. Due to these changes, Khiin has some linguistic characteristics which are

a mixture of these three languages.
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