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Femmes Fatales of Lanka:
Uncovering Discourses on Female Identity

in Thai Soap Operas

Parida Manomaiphibul

Abstract

This is a research through practice focusing on how to use playwriting to
investigate the gender discourses that significantly affect the identity of Thai
women in today’s society, and how the myth of femininity has been
constructed as reflected in Thai soap operas. Through the process of writing
the play Femmes Fatales of Lanka, this research aims to investigate how to
produce a play that can put across an awareness of the myth of femininity in
Thai patriarchal society to the audience. Female characters from Thailand’s
national epic Ramakien as well as from popular Thai soap operas have been
used as sources of investigation. Through soap operas, although it seems that
Thai women are being assured that in this modernised society, they own rights
and it is righteous to fight for their independence, practically they are still
expected and unconsciously choose to be compliant to men just like in the past.
The confusion of Thai women whose lives are bound with contradictory values

between traditional norms and a modernised life style are illuminated in the
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play in order to question Thai women’s identity and their position in the
society. Whereas soap operas seem to portray the image of strong modernised
Thai women, it can be said that soap operas do not present who Thai women
actually are, nor who Thai women wish to be, but whom Thai women should

wish they could be, to be in proper positions set by the patriarchal society.
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