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Women in Egyptian literature 1914-1919
in the work of Naguib Mahfouz

Manop Adam

Abstract

During the period from 1914-1919 while Egypt was under British colonial rule
Egyptians, especially women, led a traditional way of life. Egyptian author
Naguib Mahfouz portrays Egyptian women as being deeply committed to their
religious faith and the roles of homemaker, wife, and offering advice to their
husbands. Yet, apart from these images, the Egyptian women played a
significant role in politics during the people’s revolution in 1919. Egyptian
literature presents them as supportive mothers and wives who provide counsel
and courage to their husbands and children. Moreover, the women were also
bravely actively marching in the streets alongside men. The invasion from
foreign armed forces and the social conditions of the time contributed to a

patriotic and nationalistic image of women.

This article aims to analyse the representations of Egyptian women in Naguib
Mahfouz’s The Cairo Trilogy: Palace Walk with regard to domestic, social, and
political roles and responsibilities. It shows that the author portrays Egyptian
women as conventional in their faith and norms but also politically active in the

Egyptian Revolution of 1919 almost to the same extent as men.
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