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Yaoi Online: The Queer and Affective Practices of

a Yaoi Manga Fan Community

.
Simon Turner

Abstract

This paper provides the theoretical background to my ongoing wider research. I
have based its content on the following two core questions. The first question
concern a general belief that yaoi is a woman’s genre. Key areas of this
discussion concerns representation, what yaoi means to its fans, and whether
there is any inherent meaning to be read from yaoi. Based on the assumption
that the fan base is female (and heterosexual) there have been frequent
attempts to understand why these women create and consume male
homosexual texts. The second question acts as a response to the first. Further
research is now required to understand the yaoi fandom as current literature
neglects the diversity of both the fans themselves and their activities. The lack
of focus on fan diversity has led to a narrow understanding of the importance

of yaoi in its fans’ lives.
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