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Educating Desire:

Lesbianism and the Critique of Heteronormativity -

Chutima Pragatwutisarn ™

Abstract

Lesbian desire is a forbidden desire in Thai society which recognizes only two
sexual categories: male and female. Due to social prejudices against lesbianism,
lesbian desire is characteristically a ghostly desire which is articulated through
negation. Using Ngao Prachan (1981) written by Sopak Suwan in my
discussion, I argue that the ghosting of the lesbian figure in the novel is linked
with the abjection of lesbian desire. The narrative shows how fear and terror of
lesbianism or the so called lesbian panic, results in the female protagonist’s
return to embracing a heterosexual relationship. The haunting, as the narrative
reveals it, not only exposes heterosexuality as a necessity to fend off the threat
of lesbian desire, thereby reinforcing Adrienne Rich’s year notion of compulsory
heterosexuality, it also reveals how heterosexual codes and values are themselves

“queered” and thus ineffectual in their prevention of lesbianism.
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