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Music, Festivals and Occupations:

Isan Diasporic Identity and Negotiation

Sirichaya Corngreat )
Abstract

Music, festivals and occupations were employed in Isan country songs as
markers of Isan diasporic identity to negotiate and counteract the myths held
by outsiders. These identity markers reflect the personality of the Isan people as
hard-working, patient and fun-loving. Music was used to represent the hybrid
identity as well as the cheerful character of the Isan people. The musical talent
of the Isan people was utilised in negotiating within the context of being
suppressed at work, while festivals were considered the time during which the
Isan people can leave their work and be home. The two most frequently
represented occupations are labourer and factory worker, which are considered
low-prestige occupations. These occupations are the Isan identity marker of a
fighter to counter the myth that the Isan people are poor because they are lazy;

nevertheless, the construction of this identity is still under capitalism.

Keywords: country song, Isan, identity, diasporas

Lecturer, Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University

M9A19INWIANEAS TN 44 atfufl 2 (2558): 71-102
Journal of Letters Volume 44 Number 2 (2015): 71-102



