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Abstract

The establishment of the Siamese modern armed forces depended significantly on military knowledge and
technologies from the Western world. As a result, the Siamese armed forces sent many cadets, particularly
King Chulalongkorn's sons, to Europe to study military science. However, the Paknam Incident in 1894, in
which Siam was decisively defeated by France, made the government realize the need for rapid
development of the armed forces. Furthermore, Siam recognized that relying solely on European nations
limited its choices for developing the armed forces. During this time, France had continued to expand its
influence over territories in Southeast Asia. These factors compelled Siam to find an alternative option for
developing its armed forces. Therefore, Siam decided to turn to Japan. The armed forces purchased
armaments and sent cadets to study military sciences in Japan. The Siamese government also used Japan
to balance power among the major nations. This policy seemingly led European nations to be suspicious
of the increasing influence of Japan over Siam. Eventually, France conceived the idea of disarming the

Siamese armed forces to ensure the sovereignty of Siam.
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“... The recommendation of the Committee of Foreign Affairs of the French
Chamber that negotiations should began with the British Government for the
purpose of asking the disarmament of Siam in return for the neutralization of the
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“... But I am asked to state that the miliary authorities extremely regret not to be
in a position to comply with the request of the said officers to be shown the
ordnance factory and the ordnance store, as hitherto both these places have not
been visited by foreign officers of whatever nationally and to make an exception
in favor of officers of the IJA would create a precedent with it would be difficult
for the Royal Military Authorities to waive were a similar request to be made by

other foreign officers. ...” (Naithahan puenyai Yipun, 1917-1918)
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