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Abstract

The status of Korean Prisoners of War (POWs) after the Second World War differed from that of Japanese
soldiers, and also Allied soldiers who had been POWs of the Japanese Army. Japanese soldiers and civilians
were recognized by the Thai government and the Allies as defeated combatants and were treated as
prisoners. Allied Dutch, Australian and British soldiers and civilians, who were captured and used by the
Japanese Armed Forces as coolies, were viewed as victors. Hence, these former POWSs were treated kindly,
with the Government providing as many necessities of life as possible and following their demands. The
status of Korean POWs, however, was vague. On the one hand, Koreans were also the victims of the invasion
of the Japanese Empire. On the other hand, many Korean soldiers stationed with the Japanese Armed
Forces were war criminals wanted by the Allies. Moreover, some Koreans, although not charged as war
criminals, supported and admired the Japanese Empire, while another group loathed and resisted it.
Nevertheless, they had to spend their lives together in concentration camps in Thailand until repatriation
to Korea in 1946. Therefore, the living conditions of Koreans in Thailand after the end of the Second World

War were very complex, reflecting the policy of the Thai government towards them.
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(Kan khuapkhum chao kaoli lae taiwan, 1945 - 1946) AudoLauevomineduRusIAT LU nTUNNIS
fananivmsuszdnisedifies 200 wiewhiy Jalluiinnwedterlfiduilegliuunmauazenliviulssanm
1,000 AU (Kan khuapkhum chao kaoli lae taiwan, 1945 - 1946)
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HomilAatuanaeueniadomsdndnalustosvesaulnefiinerdbeg seureuazarulinelavesussrisy
Tneseuil Ssurathwnanmduinduliusamingis (Thahan kaoli lae fomosa, 1945 - 1947)
wasgualneuazdeduiusinsldneneuuslotygminani Tnoianzludesensdegasluussiiuiiddy
1N mamﬂmalﬁﬂ%’vLU?8u3§ﬂ15L§8qaLmaaﬁﬂLﬁaiwai Tneldfisdododmduiuay 1 um 50 daned anuandil
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(Thahan kaoli lae fomosa, 1945 - 1947)
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naaAnlasUaLA Lilgualudeinfuwiniu munmananduevginsasesuiausavauniesnainiieusn
Iiusfazifudoudinarsesiguadeainaiiequiinlnelaeianiy wulunsdlvemdlula Innzlen (Taimoto
Kokayoku) #i3edieinmadnasden (Jeon Hee - ok) uazaniiiun lenaxd (Takanisha Okudatsu) %3 Soonm (Lee
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fomosa, 1945 - 1947)
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the POW to their accommodations, handing out the POW to the Alliance transporting every POW]
[Unpublished manuscript]. (August 29, 1945 — July 8, 1946). Bor kor sungsud Un.g4ga [Royal Thai
Armed Forces Headquarters] (3.7/8), National Archives of Thailand, Bangkok.
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