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Abstract

Anthropocentrism is a concept in that humans use their own criteria to judge other animals’ values and
give them meaning. This concept appears in many theories and philosophies that try to formulate a clear
distinction between humans and other animals. However, presently, this human-animal distinction is
under question, for there are many arguments asserting that humanity cannot clearly distinguish itself
from other animals. Recognizing this, animal studies attempts to destabilize the boundaries between
humans and animals. Although the procedures of this field of study have been presented by many critics,
there is one core procedure which focuses on the human-animal relationship before expanding its scope
to how humans press other animals. Furthermore, animal studies needs to pay attention to how animals
negotiate with humans. This article uses The Travelling Cat Chronicles as its case study. The result is that
although humans devalue other animals by giving them meaning related to what they want, other
animals negotiate with it by rejecting that meaning or presenting their correlation parts with human.
Nonetheless, the study also found that anthropomorphism is a pitfall of this novel, trapped them in

anthropocentrism.
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Kosuke’s reaction was fueled by something that had happened at swimming club a few days
before. A girl Kosuke was keen on saw Satoru swimming in the advanced class and murmured,
“He’s pretty cool.,”

Satoru could swim fast, he didn’t have any allergies, and his father and mother were both kind
people, so if he took the cat home they were sure to accept it. So not only did the girl Kosuke
liked praise Satoru, but now he would get to keep this soft, tiny creature - that just wasn’t fair,
was it?

(Arikawa 2018, 29)
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repay her sister for all she’d done for her.” (Arikawa 2018, 217) Qﬁwé’waﬂu%lﬂzﬁﬂﬁl,ﬁudmiam%’waqLﬁa
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%awamﬁaﬁumgummﬁﬂLﬁuﬂﬁwﬁuﬂimgﬁﬂﬁ “But if she had liked cats, would she have kept it? If
she herself had been fond of animals — not just cats — would she have better understood the feeling of a
child who had to be separated from his beloved pet?” (Arikawa 2018, 225) fanuiintululavestuslnerin
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winldiaessnseninelng laging wazend uiurasudnuuzvesendlidn “According to what | heard,
[Hachi] was the type whose legs went all spongy when someone grabbed the back of his neck.” (Arikawa
2018, 39) lun1endunu muzaiﬂé’ﬂwmwmmmmi‘?ﬁﬂﬁ “A real cat would immediately fold in its legs. Me?

I’m a real cat, naturally. | caught my first sparrow when | was less than six months old.” (Arikawa 2018, 39)
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Us’mgmuﬁﬁmﬁmnm@ammijﬁmwaﬂu%lnzﬁuﬁLmaimaLﬁawwdauﬁgﬂszqdw “The young man’s family
was opposed to him marrying this woman who not only had no parents but was supporting her young
sister. His family were well off, and knowing her older sister was struggling financially, they had decided
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In fact, she regretted not having thought about changing jobs long ago, when she had first started
looking after Satoru. If she was able to leave her position as a judge now, she could have done
back then. Back when Satoru was at an impressionable age, she’d forced him to transfer to a new
school repeatedly, yanking him away from friends and places he’s grown comfortable in.

(Arikawa 2018, 223)
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