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Abstract

This article analyses the relationship between fashion, new Italian lifestyle and social mobility that
constitute the classic formula of the Italian screwball comedy, the so-called “White Telephone Films”,
mainly produced during the second decade of the Fascist period. It focuses on three Italian films directed
by Mario Camerini which are Daro un milione (1935), Il Signor Max (1937) and | Grandi Magazzini (1939).
Since the mid-1930s, the Government of Benito Mussolini used this genre of Italian cinema as a political
tool to manipulate public opinions and to make them accept or even agree with fascist policies.
Therefore, the director had to present only beautiful and positive images of the Italian way of life through
petite bourgeoisie and working class characters in an idealised society, as it was expected that the simply
luxurious life in films would convince and inspire the audience to believe in the values of Fascism and to
give consensus to the Fascist Government. The costume designs played an important role in this because
they not only represented the characteristics and identities of the characters, coming from different socio-
economic backgrounds, but also portrayed how Italian people lived their lives at that time. Moreover, the
ltalian fashion of the Thirties was integral to the Fascist ideal of the Myth of Italian New Man and Woman
and the campaign for /talian Self-sufficiency which contributed to the development of Nationalism before

and during the Second World War.
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annlulsanenmeunstudnm Tnawsialidugadanusazdvineduiveswniianuldmiioutuaniuiads (Bruni
2013, 133-134) viseluiFes Il Signor Max wenananaelutiuresrseuniivesiuiiigeuguuasianzauiugiug
Y o Ao o & &1 A o o oA o A i

e daflaniduiiluasuvesnuvisudinddeslodrsgymuianduiiou q veuse lUfadeswnusly wazdrenmn
Fwiululswusungseauinm Fsmuunaulaniiindu Royal Hotel Sanremo TssusuiiiUaliusnsaseluilosiiin
fawsd p.e. 1872 sulufislsawsu Grand Hotel Roma dulesn Feauudlmduniinsewinanisidunsweauiaiiy
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awd 1 aneluvinsasswaudi La Rinascente Tufianu awd 2 anaeludineasswdudn | Grandi Magazzini
iy & P
(Archivio Fotografico Touring Club Italiano 1931) a3199ululssaeBiudang Cinecitta

[mwmnmwaum%t‘%’m | Grandi Magazzini (Camerini 1939, 00:01:15)]
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a & a X o 1Y a ¢ aa I o w
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2aANITQUARIUAINTTUTUNUINITYRIANNTNNaTaR (O.N.D-Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro) #enthquuadiuiay
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2190 3 gﬂmawaiaau‘wLmuaguumwwmuwmwu awd 4 anTulseazasvesasAnsduianssuiunuinisive

#u13nW1a3ad Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro (O.N.D)
[mwmnmwalum%l,‘%'aa Il Signor Max (Camerini 1937, 00:22:40, 00:50:05)]

3. WNPULATDILAINILA VA IUAINNIEIANTUNINYUAS NS AWA RV

Tunmeussnsinwidvnausidnesnwuulifazamandieveuazndgaduaunizudnvalnieuenaay
MU uaemauiine Bidesduausssumimluiililasse vievutugdudnuin @edndayesald
Tuudaraindsiesgarsruvivaly Sdiudreimundnuazuuuatu (Stereotype) kariddinvesdiazasuiazyu

Fuludauldodnsdaau wazilulafesiuiauiiiodewingaduduludenduganiuvuureinineunsiud
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quugnssudunien viefiFendn “Tsunufnasuui” (Screwball comedy) vetai3nnaenIuIBefen1susIq
Wmneudsmaasugiawaznisiiesvessguianadadlulanuisnnuduaieig

muduius syt uivaeunsisrivesiiavasiunmeunsUssani sonadeciu “nouidny
PDINMTUAINIG” V0eManT19158 A3.Ulense urniielsw (Petr Bogatyrev) tnafiswinegrvifadedinanaliin
U‘wm‘mLLawﬁwﬁﬁugwumaqLgaﬁwamiﬁﬁﬁamsu'auaﬂaammwmaﬁmmaaéﬁmﬂé (Bogatyrev 1971, 83) Awiia
anuzynsdeny anunwausa wiouiuddsadinegluggniasiisiu szuansianuiunsudaneiuananafu
Fadu o uazindosdseduiadudsiildfmunaaiuz uazdundavesaundnlugdenuls (Corrigan 2008, 19)
uenanil TndseuAnerfidnuiieafunguiunu 1wy 18edi05n awuees (Herbert Spencen) saddlatl Laudu
(Thorstein Veblen) wazinessa duia (Georg Simmel) Sufiunsefuiunduiedostunssuiunmadounuy 3
douloadrfuddusutunisdaan Tnsdrdmmmauinssnefvounduludafuslnauuuuunfninuuaans
(Trickle down theory) 1§fflaenidsuuuuudunsudamesinazeglugusmadiniisosninggnidsunuuinsizay
drunnagldsudvsnadowunduanauiieglusudumednugania (Sproles 1981, 116-124)

dothmgufmardineiuiensusamevesfiazaslunmeunsidos Daro un mitione Il Signor Max e |
Grandi Magazzini ag\iulsinguiuuvesunduiaisausinsunnssiunuaniunmmisdanuvesnguiiazas e
naueuinnusuiuasTutunassefuaiifinelétien Aunduiiesgsiafifipusmaasusiaiuassutugs T
wiadushazasihemenazinevds uenannuansliifiualadnisuseiafiunnsrsiuudn ﬁaazmammjuﬁé’aﬁ%aua
Ussiiuifsrfunisussuulasiaisundueiousinieiodouanugvesny aufauuliuveunduludsay

wadaddnaluvayiuiie (Muzzarelli 2014, 91-101)
3.1 WNFUWATEAINIBVINGUANTINNUTUT BT TUTUNANNTE AU NN e laTay

muiiivsznevadenudnuvazionzesiiazasnguLsnlunmeussauesiena i duausssuaandy
N A oV oy Yy o o g 4 aa 2 v = v o & @ o
figAndalddudou vieuludumiagn 9 vielifanmsvunnaniluresiies Faeadeseldideinseunss uazly
nag1adinuguinunangrffinsludenudiosg nsadreiazasilinmdnualigull wenainasdreliigus
ameunsiidiiazasiiig uaziaanuidndunindeaiuud Synleadrfuundnsenisadnead “au
dmudeunuulnl” (L'italiano nuovo fascista)'® vaesguamiadan (Gentile 2005, 252) NyaladtsjsuTuiaeuuay
vidonauNaLlnIve Y INITNMBLazIm g alrlnuautRkarnsUsEng AU URRUaumanNIg “W@elu \Weoils
wagsed” wiounsdiminsdegaunisainianisiliewesiniegiate lnglanizegndmnuianuiateuway Syl

maamua’i’wﬂgﬂamLﬁamﬁﬂuwal,ﬁaw,wiuﬂﬁaLLasﬁ@mm (La nuova civilta politica) (Ben-Ghiat 2000, 11-12)

10 a o v Yoo« A a a -’Lv”a‘ﬂw vLuI P WA(”dI AI Imm‘v wIw:dq
wRaRgItunnsade “walesdaudeunuulnl” Mssmalily “wdnnsihadad” Weulaewwils yaladd swivlaiul Qude

(Giovanni Gentile) Tl a.¢. 1932 oA it nsilunadied®adeuiinazdesihnedraiierfwasuiuiu nssemdeaasanuge

dudh e wasdndgaraniiewiiiu feldunuavetnnuduuyed ddvadadduitinadlomnaujunidimenaslavioma il

WelszmAv witezdemueiugUassafisnduinia wszlifiddazddgylunitnadnuas (Mussolini 1961, 117-118)
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a

suneudausidnduuazinladuuds nfoujunuandeaaziindfievifuarSgradad aundnifunginssuves
wadloawhadaduuulninyaladduagSgunaldimvuald (Tarquini 2011, 108) unvarlivnngludiazasvieves
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anuansnsiulumuanua nniedsanguenstuvesanld waraniunsalfiifiatunuvionse wu Tu Il Signor
Max Fuil \irvesguvientsdeiun Snadudegnuasvuinynss Newsboy agiateiianluvieves widuilelaiie
fosUasududuuiing 113ala Welunuian wiasBausisdilivuludndeyngniindla wiegn Smoking uazniny

Tanfuaudauwdd wiaaumuindnvaianse Fedora unu smfuinlusawefild@inegluwinisdinudugaas

a a
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A 5 wiing 23ala fase Audud A 6 Juilanuseslunding 213ala Ausaasla
[nwanaweunsi3as Il Signor Max (Camerini 1937, 00:02:33, 00:33:51)]
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fumansaudailase uagyuan Newsboy'' vesudin easdnlulditeuasuiiluvemulazeenmumauiisnin
881993400 vuziieaiulnadivisynan White Tie viofionilunwdandewin Il frac Fausvnoudeidedndv
woRifindnnssendulu i@egnadinieen wasynszaiedvid auwuuatunisuiinigegiudunianises

gnnyguludsautugelilivauldaunu nioutuandnduiuuin luaindl windayagn White Tie gagvimiiniidu

q gl

ivuednuuzkuUatULELENAUNGLLoBNNYUTUD LR E YA WAlUBNWINTINAUTIBAENBAAINUNINELTY

o

panwalluEoInnuENeN AT UTUN T IALME IWunsufilnantleTinuandaindsasauiduilsladsauas

MIRfvInenYngnoanimuIuriswAdonduiun1unatuluwuuidediu 1ns1aeunuA1AINNLIEHIY

a

N3EUIUNSWULAYIne e1avinlidanuladinisilnaduazududeBusey Yanwdesdernlugiuzvesgudyae

(Signifier) panlutiu Mdvazioudisnnumedyyy (Signified) 1Aioswnsmesududenuendslanimumaou

oA

anvuduseninmnilignoensenluiuvunau uazaavdeliualnsnmivaruluuywdnminiiouiudios

Wit (Kanchana 1999, 85-86) filuld

o acaa @ '

YAANAUUY White Tie vagnmysulindudiiuaiidinveswiiazasnguuntugeanisa Il Sisnor Max
Tuaniiuiing 115ala fasuermassdedsydunilaulad-athiundedeguive Leica unbiduiluldsening

Wunwisaiiey wildauduiiinfigagn Smoking finflumevselyl mszuwuniiduuuiselasastuniisdndusies

o

wiadaRun Suiideeliliudndileinseliunianiougn White Tie TWiaeed vieainfiaiolnsifiuglaieves

q U

e

N '

Fuillugnyeil Buagvinunananguiiouveuuratlulsausy Royal Hotel Sanremo uda feifugniuesnindieay
antadvatunewiswuuilvingdluanunngnsiguiuliedialsiu uwoudsewldaviuminausiedn gela

YU LE LAY

awmdl 7,8, 9 Inaddreinueasinli uazadundedigaitvasviuldunugagn White Tie vasiaiag

[mwmnmwaum%ﬁm Daré un milione (Camerini 1935, 00:06:53, 00:18:30, 00:13:37)]
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wane1A1s li119zilunuInynse Beret Newsboy Fedora #38 Panama 3via1ndndnnainviefinganasy inse
wnnnaneduassawiaineiugiuveyieynauludinudaideuduntiaiunaissei 1920 uaz Lifdedninid
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yARadu (Robinson 1993, 39)
luviwesdediu anusiadaiunmdnvalnanuliuidasasihengslunmeunsinsdunduiilae
Y s @ a A v PR ™ @ s eda & :
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adadeswianuiiaseuniiwasldnaguaaniifugnedruduiiiievivairmadiosqulnainfigaunwliunsy fedu
Mwnaenaalidn “awnsududemwesygy Wwudeduanuduudidudewesans” (Biancni 1942, 108) N3z

510 A.A. 1936 Sguraiadandmdlausznianuudaunsdunisiassiuiuedlols wazmioutdndun

v '
I ' A v

suwdudhednuzluaasulanaisfiaedludnliisen dwmalvipmowssaladdfifidounumvesimdsdaiden
WasulUlufimmansatuiudneddsdnudsfuanudesnisuasumnndesmsviaiiidouasulvosmdeiivuas
Wnaualineunthegditduddey na1ife yaladlfnmensmanunuimvesngdunisviauuentiugud ud
Tunafrfufosnulounelmifduaduunisdulindg Baidouasuaieshensiauinegiain el
fiumefiufusuazadesundiogiane susiinldonadesiuiewioumlindoudmiumslianudomaeun
Sgurarhasadluguiituilosioinshdaaiy vasieaty Adeduaplvgndesnaudsnunazudsdaniuade
DessnnTuiteliinwdnuaiiuadivaonedestudsaudiosdimdsiam Inefidan yasanaulaes willn yaladd
Wusuwuy wwAshadadiifeiiunsaine “gudjsuuulml” (La donna nuova) Sefisteazidenaumatudeiaus
wuuiinil shlsinstmununumvesiudgeniglilsuisvesiguiarhadanlurisnounas seminsasasiulanaded
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vanideslailé (De Grazia 2007, 248-249)
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[mwmnn"l‘wuuﬂ%t%ad I Grandi Magazzini (Camerini 1939, 00:30:48, 01:04:25)]
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