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Speech Rhythm in Luang Phrabang Lao:
Comparison between the ISO and RM Methods

*%

Nantana Ronakiat, Varisa Ostananda

and Apinya Hantrakul -
Abstract

Speech rhythm is one of the significant prosodic features in language. It
refers to rhythmic patterns of utterances which occur at regular intervals of
time. The objectives of the present study are twofold. First, it examines
the structure of the speech rhythm in Luang Phrabang Lao, applying both
the Isochrony (ISO) method and the Rhythmic Metrics (RM) method.
Second, both the ISO and the RM methods are compared to investigate
their reliability and validity. The hypotheses of this study are that (1) Luang
Phrabang Lao is a stress-timed language and (2) the application of the I1SO
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and the RM methods would lead to similar conclusions about the type of
speech rhythm in Luang Phrabang Lao. The present study shows that
Luang Phrabang Lao exhibits syllable-timed patterns with respect to the
ISO method. Nevertheless, the RM method suggests that this Laotian
variety belongs to a stress-timed language group. Because of these contrary
results, it is hard to address the question as to whether Luang Phrabang
Lao is stress-timed or syllable-timed in a speech rhythm category. Instead
of placing Luang Phrabang Lao into a precise rhythm type, therefore, we
examined the speech rhythms of other languages previously proposed and
compared them with Luang Phrabang Lao in our current study. We found
that the speech rhythm in Luang Phrabang Lao exhibits similar rhythmic
patterns as Thai as indicated in previous literature (e.g. Grabe and Low
2002; graluv @ugAMIUUI [Yanin Sawanakunanon] 2555; afgayn
‘vi'mnga [Apinya Hantrakul] 2558). The finding affirms that Thai and Lao
languages are members of the same language family, Tai. Additionally, this
study shows that the RM method is more valid and reliable for a speech

rhythm analysis than the ISO method due to its less subjective methodology.

Keywords: speech rhythm, Laos, Luang Phrabang Lao, speech rhythm
analyzing methods, efficiency of speech rhythm analyzing

methods
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YosthaidnsaszRomsrarnauaetiossn) 2) AV (idsauunasgiues
AsreznaYeItINdesass) uay 3) AC (AdeauuannsguvesiszezIAves
Pradsandyvuy) nansidevesuenniviusazay uazA1ladsInYeInNgy

Usingadlumsnaluil
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Huanntwn surdesaszuasndysuy %V AV AC
(#adui)
ALl 1 50766.31 5372 | 9224 | 69.56
) 66806.53 47.30 94.88 87.79
A 3 50581.03 51.47 90.87 69.46
Al 4 51823.08 48.46 74.56 55.03
A 5 99833.7395 45.96 71.15 61.32
Audi 6 103482.494 44.62 62.11 56.82
\ade 70548.86 48.59 80.97 66.66

ANTT 2 A1 %V AV WAz AC YBINFUFIBEINTIINAIINTZUI
1) %V (@ndruveetiadeaseronssusiaiivunuedogni)

1M1 2 Aziudn dndruvestasdesassNdludesfianuaiiamingu
48.59% vu18ANI dndiuvestindesasyludesioy 48.59% uazdadiu
Yo dsndnyruriley 51.41% Fawanadl Yiudeasziaryinduamdyrued

o

AauNlNALAss UL

2) AV (ANJ8IULLIATFIUVBIATE ULV INALIETE)

a1 |

ANUELUUNINTTIUYIANTEE LAY I aTE AW 80.97 Fauans
MYdgasraMuwlsUTINIn Wedndenilawansdinisineeminisansy

YoIATEABUUINE

3) AC (ANU89ULINATFIUYRIAISEEELIANVDIYINA LN vUE)

= I

ANTEIUUNINTFIUVBIAT B2V A NGy BULTAWNAY 66.66 T
uanei Frdssndyruzinuilsununnn Wsedntenisriedosaniinnududou

vaudsndyvuras viveideandgyruziintuseiiioiuin
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4) aAUs1ENaTINTIATALReTEIT RM

PMNHANTITEN 3 Uszihuiiasyioudnunzvoane19snuina1 luidqiu e

WAmsauuSeuiisuiun1wdy o Jausinguadsunugiseluil

90 Thai

i sy ST
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40 m %V
30 mAC
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« < N

UHUQIT 5 A1 %V, AC kaz AV 18In1¥1a1InaNIEUISBULigUiU

IS IHU

At eznuuldnensd (SY) nediidenasuuuldnisidiu (ST) wazarwlne

yinmsseuiisuluunugfiazdiui ceanmvasmszudanudlndifiesiu
awilngresisanunuite fazdiuldanludiua %V smwarmaamssung
waznwilnefeflndidssiuuandiifuinnvanummssuisiunivilned
dndveshadeasyietindomdyruradieiy dasuan AC wuiiniem
AV luﬁgaaaﬂmmLﬁiuﬁ’u%’amqmﬂﬂwﬂuﬂa;mﬁuamﬁmLw uanNINg N3N
AV gunndsuanslidivinnwmanvaimszunsdinisanguresassigenn e
annsausitdnuazvesinnenuuldniaiuls Tnsaguud uldaduvesdly
FaanuduUsvesnwannamszuslilddauviiduniwlne udiedarsan
nmafsuifisuiumulungudunds aagiifoiuinnviavalmssuiadie

funrwlveuiniian Felumnuduadwmiudedunuiinauun arelneuazaie
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andaduntenesegaduluniwnsznaln sty FaaaduisesunAndnvausuas

4 U

= o

NIEDINIVEAAYAT

wenannsTeuiieunansitenseifunedy 9 uds deunsinsiz
Joyannziidulaninnisainan1sifelagaslildusuudiasanisaianisaloanin
Filude 6.5.2 Fuilotnadildlufinsannuuuusiassinuin Awanva
NszUeiuildunduuuInassvedungdeswuuldnisiduninninuuulaneea
1{loea1nA1 AC waz AV fageegsdaauann sanisiuSsuliisuusingsisly

wnuniseolull

A )

AC, AV

\_ stress-timed / syllable-timed
Lao_LPB

o '

uNundif 6 dadaurn %V, AC uaz AV Yasn1ea1mannszuaiiallufisuiv

LUUINAR9INISANANITal

Tnoaguudaluds RM i amnmsiisizsirnvesiauts %V, AC uag AV uazth
mﬁ'aammLU'%EJULﬁEJUfTummﬁuG] sudsmsimaildlufinsanauuuusiass
vilsinudne AC uaz AV flrgeogiasudonnn Ssagviouiisdnuazvesnisansy
vosaszdududnuarrostonsdemuuldnaiu dufu Flddeasuh nwan
MaNIMIEUNINNTIATIERRE3E RM TusmiddendsifunTduresimeides
wuvldnsitiu Fesaenadesfuanuigiuiing1dliin Sameideduaivianvads

1 g 4 %4
wszunstnagiunuuldnisidu
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7.2 Wan1sSeuisudsn1simszidavaidelneldis 1ISO nuls RM

dmsudninguszasdnisvesnisifeiselonningussasddeusnie ile
WIguMeusenindisn1sinTEikuL 1SO fiu RM Taeilanufigiuiil nansiasen
Jmedsdunvanvarmszualagldis 150 Auis RM ldusnsinedu Gade
nan1sIaseiuTIngeenun vlinuitlidulunuauuigrunszdsnisimse
Haosiulinan1simsesinuansieiunanie 35 150 liaunsatdaldiniwm
arvmasznadifonzdssuuldnensdvienuuldnisiiu d1ds RV Tuuslid
Iawamvmmssdimmedsaudldmesiu Sadumhadeimslamsiiesei
vostsaesIsTlitoyaymifeaiulunsinseiidinaoonuunnsaiu shlvide
Sramindtatelatheivilvnadudul :1nUssaunisaivesnmsifedls
Ainnwideyaidnilinudedunalubesennasinlilunsindsie 9 35 150
Guitiwinlutuneuresnsinseiriimsinssimenadnanssausae ud
Fmdumsiensinndunersintimensdiur fansdaduimesdlady
wensFomimviaruansafiTsanidandnuarmades 3 Usvms Wud maem
ALY wazAAUTRTeINE 1R SednuairauUszn1siilunisiadudae
Aaefidavesdideies (subjective) MaglinudiAgyiudssnmsladundn wioas
Tranudefunnussiusniu faiy azdhil#n3s 150 Suanamideatunista
Aiidslidniaunazdesendonsiviveaisedoudiannn lurasiis M i
wnaeTunsiareuiisiaaunin mszziiufinsuishadsmdyrusuazass
Feanunsaiarsantdandaiiugusssu (objective) tufio unuamaalnsunsa
(spectrogram) tazseAuLden (pitch) Farhi3s RM ?Nmﬁ'ﬂﬂisLﬁuﬁ'aamﬁuiﬁa
naefdaduivesfideesinn vienandndonisde 138 150 WuBTdesIn
Alagldnsdndulavesfiiaszidudinuun anuwdugr3aenatesninis RM

NANULANATENI M@0 F9e1adululain arudaulunaeinisinsiei
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gy linan1sinsizvineanuiwanststy nall 1unurauladn ninasaiin

£

%allaﬂ']‘t‘}']a’]’lL'JEJ\‘i’fﬂ‘LWl'lJlﬂﬂﬂ‘iﬂﬂﬂ?.li‘lﬂ’l\‘iﬁ@ﬂ’lﬁLUiEJUL‘V]‘r’JUﬂ‘LlL‘U'lJL AEITUNIN

a

a’TJ‘Ma’J\1‘Wi$'U’Ni‘h!ﬂiﬂuaﬁﬂﬁ]%‘ﬂWIﬁLﬁUUiSﬁMSNWW‘UBQ’JSﬂWi’JLﬂiﬂ%ﬁﬁ/]%}ﬂlﬁ]u%u

maufn v luingussasadeifie Feladiussavinmlumsinseidanigy

deodlunmwianivananszunwnnniniu Fadienansideusingeenuul il

v
o

a1u150agUlaieaInds 150 wag RM uuiivsgansnnuansiaiu ualidensasula
MiRlafnIdu Wetaedilvuauanmety uaneirldanansol9isle 3 i

fild Asfideainnsansolufie Msfinamsisueenunlunsstuiiu dumilsenady

HANIAINMUIBTIATIEANWARZITYINITANYT Tadlanuumnsineiu ing1g3s 1SO

a

WIUNNTIATITNTEAUNYIABALAUILTINE FIUIT RM UNSIATITNTEAULERS

= < a

wiyruzlazase 935 150 Nagiiangilaluszauninudeialiazideaneiiay

A 1 & a

vananwayydedu 9 Adeusgnigly vagiis RM Nagiasizilatussaui

L]

v
[ o % =% o

Lam,nﬂmeaﬂumamamaﬂwmwwmmmwma ‘\] ALNDUINAN VUL UDI

Jamgle

2e139l5An1y MnnFULURINTUITIUNITUMALITRIRUNITIATIERT I
VA8 TnganzUseiulininisasanuuinasaiiglun1sinssnaaetdes 9y
W18 RM flinideasatiihanldfenuusiaennani (Delta) vessyauas Ao
(Ramus et al. 1999) Faduisawuuitasmilandunfouveainiduaislvaia

Useanas 15 UNRUntu kanisas1aeuuiiassdsmsadumaly Innswalun

warUsuugseliagaiiios ieliaiuisadnsizidamzideslanseungu

v
o A=

ana ENLLﬁyLLJJUEJ']IMiﬂﬂVIﬁﬂ G]’JEJL‘V?WL! Naﬂ']i’J‘i]EJﬂNUT\NLUUﬁ’JUMUQVI‘U’JEJEJuEJU
’IJI'1LLUU’{l']aEN‘V]’i]uiﬂ‘uﬂﬂi’lLﬂi’] YUY LﬂENEJW]ENlIﬂ’ﬁUi‘UUNLLa yiaunely

LWE]I‘VIﬁ’]lJ’ﬁﬂ’JLﬂi’WMa ﬂ‘UELlSVINLﬁEN‘U’EN’*N‘WJ%ﬂ’]ﬁWﬂ@iﬂﬂi@Uﬂqmu? ﬂ‘U‘LJ
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uaNINi N373% 150 fu RM Wikaumnsineiu iligeundulusuunaanis
Afdaduiiteniifiinawmandihuldesuisusngnisaiiuisausiliianasn
Fnoglulsziamvesinnzidsauulimatmieuvuldnensdes ol
Tufle uwAnzesuusianles (continuum) vesisnzuenN3 (Dauer 1987) fina
1 limsdnnwiliidonzuulauuunis winstifisuuliimanwdandn
¢ sunidlavunurieismostonguiiiu Sansfinrsarmaimezunsds
farwequiaieasdfanadsssnavladuioradennanniuniuisiudn
oguunndaiosssiedmznuuldnsidusasioulingnad 3dldannsodols
Huvssiavlauszanvmildldtiues wonand uudeddsdolddnmamied Ty
nsfnwfamsidediinnjiinuinivdulifonsdeuule winmjlui
nsdanguresnwannnilaeinuiinniuidnsagsutunivle weons
aglunsenaliediuntwle

[

uanINUIARLGes uuarelsesine 1839103 (Dauer 1987) wé Ssiidn
niluwAniinazaonndosiunansidviie wAnFesinznsyauialnl
ouuaLas (Nespor 1990 8198911 Grabe and Low 2002 way Ramus et al.
1999, 269) Gafiwunfni msfnauiniwmis q ffangmsyneguuindeliies
sewihadmnzuuulimsiututansuuulinesdduneddiifivme dumneeny
1 Fomenisyeendldldfuraesssnniuiorafidmnzailu q SnfAduld g
londuunirsanlunmAfell msfnafioensnliaunsoudimwamammssung
Humuniitongnisyauuldnadudeuuulinensdlfednsdaaudy ey
wmxmmmwma‘wsz‘maiﬂlﬁﬁ'maaﬂuﬁamxﬁ'ﬂaawixLm/l usienafidszuuudy
Adld uazenalidndnuaregnaduiiuandannuiiifomnzuuuldnsuvie

wuuldnegned Nuenmiloannnisanguvesasy aududeuvendysus Ny
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VHNULNENA YSeMIanFUTMENIA a7 Asiy MsAnwrinmnatmvasmseuel
fFamgmsyavialvaivseld lngdinsgimanvugnednmansdu o wisiuds

2 o '
Lﬂuaﬂ%u’]ﬁiﬂﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ

8. a3y

NUdeTes “Jmwdsdunmanmamszuns MIANIAETS IS0 way RM”
flunmsfnvifeaniuionzidemesiuennwanimainszuidlagldaedisnig

Tun153tA5129 505N TUNITILAT 1AL A NI YA S UL AN VDINUIE T IV IY

a =t

138791 35 150 (W121n Isochrony) d@audnisuiladunsisivisdeneidesiu
ATEEZAVONANIN S YTUTLAYATY 139031 75 RM (11970 Rhythm metrics)
fnquszasdlun1side fe 1) ednsziinwiavalmszuadudme
Usuenildmensdidupdeatinue (syllable-timed) wisldnisihudupdeativun
(stress-timed) #aE33n153A5 9 2 WuU Ao (1) 35 150 way (2) 33 RM uae 2) die
WIgUBUIBs 1SO AUs RM ndluszansnmlunisitasizidsmnedeaunnaeiu

y5alal agnals

TureuNMITeEuduInMaRumslUiiufeyademedeonewfuanniw
a VYU ea9aiines WuImanmsEun Usemaasnsasussanidlng
Usgvvuan Jeegauazilausiun (v9) fulemarmszunduluduneandnves

wuamaanszuns entulunytudlildilenafasieduynisesussinauinin

v an Yo

Auenamwidumemds 911U 6 au a1y 20-40 U Teyaiiladnlvgidumaanises

U

WNerfunMsvhemswaruyyUseindlingg vaennladeyadssuaidainly

ad ad

Wasilulusunsy Praat livediasgsiluvia 2 38 usn 38 1SO Jeyaidesnliay

z;_]ﬂiﬁhmLLU'QGU'NWmqﬁl,l,awﬁ’w%’amx LAZINISPIANSZELLIANDDNUT AT
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wanwasenuly 3 Useifiuges fo slavedasadwemihedony uduen
YemesRuaredone wardandunuduevemeelumie e @
3 RM Feyaidusiildazgnianudstiandemduuzuarass wazthaszoziim
P9NNNAILIN Wazuanananuly 3 dauds lawn %V @ndiuvestindesasy
FoRIzEy I TInNATe3RBEA") AV (AdsauuNInTgIUTeITEBYIIAITeS
Pdssasgludosd) uay AC (Andoauuinnsgiuvesiszsznavestiudes
wigysuglunosan) Mé’amﬂlﬁwaﬁu’nwmmaaﬂmﬁﬂsﬁﬂﬂgimﬁammmamm
fnnUszasdin 2 9o Selmnguaseluid

o

Smqusradded 1 Taunfgminnwanvamszunsddmeadouuuldnad
uedosimun uinaftoonunlidulumuauaigiu msznafioonunlaildiiu
wondusi namfte 38 150 Fhnwanvarmszuisresngudiegisdnualiiuves
Fonpdvauudlinersdfuniosimunuiidnvazvesdonsdssuuildnsiy
updestinuadae asuldiddmedesnuunay @135 RM 39101918
waanszusvesnauiegefivualduvesdimzideuuldnnduduaios

fnun satudslionagdliniveuinnwilifonzuuuldnmsiuluesestvun

soun luinguszasaden 2 Tauudgiudl van1siesgidamzdeduniw
a1mananszualagldis 1SO AUTE RM lauwansnaiu naesnulididulusiy
ANLRTIU INT1eERdIs WauANAUATTIUTIN RN SIATIeiNL Tng Ussaad

Ja9 1
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9. UBLAUBLUY

v v
[ o @

JarauanuglunuItensalinema 3 Usynns fall

9.1 eaugdideiausliiinsfnudmizsidsduniwariisedunidlaeldis
150 wagds RM lumsfinwinagihunisuitsunaiuiasaadesiudsivnnglu
awarvamszwelyl inszenavilfifumadaautu eluduresszam
vasdameides uarluduresnisesuieFosanylidaureanusinisinge

NYNANUNNYAUTLLAT 1SO

92 mafuteyaiiiudmadeiderihunadideseslsildduoailideya
sewinanguiegiauansiaiu Jsoadululidn fiaulefnuwdmedeidestu
iAdedu « sioly s afvteyaiidudmaseideseedlslingusesis
Ieeludsimiousulilduniiga

9.3 uuudiaedluds RM fidefunaeuuudaes giauladnulubesimney
Fowielensaesdinuiiininluuudiaesdy o Aldlduuusiasunan wazih
wwudeeanatuldlunishinszin il Welimsfnwdamededaivgais

wariin1svenevaulnnNIsAnwfaly
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