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A Case Study of Ban Dampra in Khamyai Sub-district,
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Abstract

The research aims to study the change of the semi-urban and
semi-rural area called Ban Dampra, Khamyai Sub-district, Mueang
district of Ubon Ratchathani province caused by the government’s
urbanization development policy, to investigate the problems of
children, youths, and their families under the changing context of
the location studied, and to identify the means for developing the
potentials of children and youths through the participation of the
community. Participatory action research (PAR) carried out by 31
primary and secondary local researchers was employed throughout
the study. Data collection was conducted through the examination of
related literature and field surveys coupled with the community’s and
the investigator’s fully participation in all provided activities namely
in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, observations, public
meetings, seminars, community map making, tape recording, memo
writings, and photographing. Descriptive writing was used in describing
the finding of the study.

The result indicating the urbanization development policy
is a key causal factor of the rapid change on local internal space.
In fact, Ban Dampra, Khamyai Sub-district, Mueang district of Ubon
Ratchathani province used to be rural, but it was later developed
and equipped with transportation, infrastructure, technology and

modern communication. Land price has subsequently risen that
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was the key incentive for farmers to sell their land to capitalists
causing substantial loss of community’s natural resources, culture,
tradition, local wisdoms, and beliefs. This change has therefore
directly severely affected the community as shown in the emergence
of individualism value, competitiveness, materialism, money-
orientation, modernization, extravagance, and consuming passion in

the community.

The above-mentioned change has caused a lot of problems
to children and youths which included the addiction of television,
mobile phones, online games, sexual relationship, fast-food, gambling,
alcohol, cigarette smoking, and drugs. Lack of warmth in families and
full of stress have also occurred. However, despite encountering such
critical problems, the community still has social capital that is cultures
and traditions, local wisdoms, activity groups, and current knowledge
that are possibly employed to solve the problems and to strengthen
the potential of children and youths. Through the cooperative effort
of the investigator team and the integration of social capital and
modern communication technology, several means appropriate to
children and youths potential construction have been obtained as
follows: 1) use of movies for learning purpose, 2) use of processes
in the ‘Camp of Creativity’ constructed, 3) promotion of individual
difference learing approach, 4) provision of cultural and traditional
activities and local wisdoms for learning, and 5) use of the community

learning resources.
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