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Abstract

The complementizers play the important role in forming
complex sentence. Thai linguists had studied the complementizers
in Standard Thai (ST), the finding show that there are three
complementizers : waa, hay and thii. The reviewing of literature
shows that there have been no study on complementizers in Thai
Dialects. | surmise that the phenomenon of complementizers in
Northeastern Thai Dialects (NTD) are difference from in ST. This
study aims to identify the complementizers in NTD and find out
how they occur. Base on the data, forming complex sentence in
NTD and ST, they were compared and found out their occurrence:
verb classes and complementizers. The finding of this study, two
complementizers in NTD, waa and hay are grammaticalized from
the verb waa ‘to say’ and the verb hay ‘to give’ respectively. Their
syntactic behaviors comform with the complementizers found in ST.
The two complementizers in NTD may be occur back of intransitive
verbs or transitive verbs, but the number of verb classes in NTD
which occur with them have less than the number of verb classes in
ST. However, some sentences, the Complementizers ‘waa, hay’
were not occurrence by the deletion (Zero Complementizers) and a
pause before subordinate clauses. No have the occurrence of noun
thil ‘place’ in NTD, the informants use the noun ‘bdon’ or ‘mdon’.
And no have The complementizer ‘thii’ in forming complex
sentence in NTD, the informants will use in forming two single
sentences, no have the occurrence of the Complementizers. So that
the noun and the preposition ‘b3on’ or ‘mdoy’ are not the
Complementizers in NTD.

Keywords: complementizers, Northeastern Thai Dialects, Thai
Dialects
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