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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to study of Lao P.D.R foreign
policy with regard to economic and political issues towards the Association of
Southeast-Asian Nations (ASEAN), and the obstacles and problems regarding
the relationship between Lao P.D.R and ASEAN during 1997-2007.

The study found that Lao P.D.R foreign policy towards ASEAN during
1997-2007 was paying more attentions to the economic. Because since Lao
P.D.R became the ASEAN member in 1997 the economic development getting
increase and Lao P.D.R prefer to keep the economic cooperation in the
Greater Mekong Subregion, transportations development, and electricity
network to make Lao P.D.R become the “Land Link” and “Battery of Asia” at
finally. For the social policy, Lao P.D.R pay more emphasize in the cooperation
for develop the people’s quality of life in education, public health and
environment. For the politic policy Lao P.D.R use the principle of doesn’t
interfere the politic of ASEAN member. For the problems of the policies
implement mostly are internal problems and external problems because Lao
P.D.R still be a poor country.

However, the results of the foreign policy towards ASEAN made Lao
P.D.R had more increase the role in ASEAN, for example Lao P.D.R were be the
host of the ASEAN Summit 10th in Vientiane during 29-30 November 2004 and
the SEA GAMES host in December 2009.

Keywords: Foreign policy, Lao P.D.R, ASEAN
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