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ABSTRACT

This article aimed to explore the development and characteristics of
Overseas Chinese literature in Thailand. It was discovered that this kind of literature
first appeared towards the end of the 20" century. The development of form was
from poetry to novel to prose writing. As for the development of content, during
the early stage Overseas Chinese literature was the presentation of images about
historical events, social phenomena, as well as perception of and nostalgia for
the motherland(China). Then the content shifted to the realistic genre, that is, the
intention was to reflect the lives of the people and social phenomena as they really
were in Thailand. The two aspects of development were deeply influenced by the
modern literary trend in Mainland China.On the characteristics of Overseas Chinese
literature in Thailand, there are 6 major characteristics, namely, the presentation of
realisticthemesthroughliterary works that reflect society, description of the love for
andtiestothemotherland, transmission of Ancient Chinese cultureand philosophy,
intimation of Buddhist precepts and beliefs as morals, adding color with Teochiu
vocabularies and idioms, as well as the use of Chao Phraya River as a medium for the
conveyanceof sentiments.These characteristicsareadistinctreflection of the blend
of Chinese and Thai cultures.

Keyword : Overseas Chinese literature
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