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Abstract

This research aims 1) to determine an appropriate approach
to forest management, and 2) to develop an appropriate model for
agroforestry. This study has been conducted with qualitative
research by studying documents, carrying out interviews and
observing participants. The population for the study consists of 96
people representing groups of farmers, and representing
communities and organizations in the area of Udonthani province.
The participants have been involved in agriculture and agroforestry
for more than 10 years. The research is based on the forest
management of two individuals, one community, and two
organizations that have worked cooperatively with the government
sector and involved private sectors for at least 20 years. We found
that farmers who worked on ago-forestry were males who did not
receive schooling. The average land according to documents of
ownership they possessed was between 20 to 50 rais. Their agro-
forestry mainly depended on natural water resources and rain. We
sought to develop an appropriate model for an individual and a
community. We found that farmers want the government sectors
which are involved to clearly indicate the areas of forest that either
belong to individual farmers or to the community. In regard to a
model for organizations, each organization should support and help
other organizations. An example is to establish a cooperative that
supports a budget and the necessary tools of agriculture which the
organizations use. Additionally, our results show that the average
annual income for a farmer is between 50,000 and 100,000 baht per
year. Farmers mainly follow the news through TV. They carry out

activities related to the conservation of local forest more than six
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times a year. The farmers face certain problems such as lack of
water for agricultural purposes and the fluctuating prices of
agricultural products. They also agree that their own forest should
belong to their family. At the same time, the community forest
should belong to every community member. Everyone must
cooperate in planting and conserving for the mutual interest. The
farmers believe that ago-forestry provides a source of food and
medicine. Additionally, farmers think the Forest Act should not be
enacted against any families who plant trees in areas where
everyone can mutually make use of the trees. We found that
farmers usually participate in  meetings concerning forest
conservation. They also plan to provide a life pension to their
children by doing ago-forestry on their own lands and farms. To
accomplish this, they need support from the government sectors to
establish a cooperative, provide training, and indicate the direction

for continuing development of forests.
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