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Abstract

This qualitative research aims to explore the changing roles
and survival strategies of Tai Dam women as seen through their
fabric weaving practice. It focuses on a silk hand-weaving group in
Xieng Khiaw Village, Kham District, Xieng Khouang Province in
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Its data collection methods
include documentary research, interviews, and focus groups. The
data were descriptive analyzed through the conceptual frameworks
of women’s gender roles and survival strategies.

The research findings show that the gender roles of Tai Dam
women in Xieng Khiaw Village were those of mother and wife within
the household. However, these women had increasingly become
the family breadwinner, which was the traditional role of men. The
women played a prominent role in many areas. Economically, they
played the role of family earner by weaving fabrics for sales when
fabrics were traditionally woven for cloths and ritual use. In terms of
their social and cultural role, the women were caregivers: they
provided care to and raised their family members and performed
traditional duties on a daily basis. In addition, the women in Xieng
Khiaw Village served their community by preserving local arts and
culture. Traditionally, weaving was considered as an exclusive family
activity. However, it had increasingly become a social activity which
allowed women to showcase their roles and abilities and partake in

the preservation of community culture.
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The Tai Dam women in Xieng Khiaw Village employed fabric
weaving practice as one of their survival strategies and developed
many different methods of coping with ever changing situations.
They adapted and relied on 5 types of capital — human, physical,
financial, natural, and social — to make a living. Human capital refers
to people with weaving knowledge and skill, a stock of experience
accumulated by living people or passed on from ancestors, and
knowledge one possesses in one’s self. Physical capital includes
infrastructures and basic needs. For the women in Xieng Khiaw
Village, it narrowly meant the road going into their village, which
facilitated the transport of their products. Financial capital refers to
financial status, saving, and access to resources of capital. Village
fund was established to provide capital for the villagers to use in
their investment and career development. Natural capital involves
equipment for handloom making and tree barks for fabric dyeing.
Social capital includes being part of the weaver group in Kham
District. Being a member of this group is important not only for the
women to develop their weaving skill but also for the production,

distribution, and development of their product as a whole.

Keywords : Tai Dam Woman, Weaving, Livelihood Strategy, Role changes
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