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Mam : Pi Cok Sao or a Free Reed Aerophone for

Flirting with Girls in Katu Ethnic Group, Lao PDR.
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Abstract

Katu ethnic group, or Kantu in their language, is one of the
big highland ethnic groups in the Southern Laos and Central
Vietnam. Each group of Lao Thueng or Lao highlanders practices
similar traditions, rituals, and beliefs, including Cok Sao or flirting girl
tradition. Cok Sao reflects an expression of love which represents
the first step of family formation by using a musical instrument as a
means of conversation showing their cultural identity. “Mam” in
Katu Language or “Pi” in Thai and Lao languages is the kind of free
reed aerophone made of local bamboo called Sang. This kind of
free reed instrument is composed of 3 parts: body, holes, and reed.
The size of Mam is various; it depends on the usage and on
individual creation. Mam songs are short like sentences in Mam
conversation or poems being comprehensible between the
interlocutors. The songs can reveal their feelings between flirters. It

is a musical culture of building relations before marriage.

Keywords : Mam, Cok Sao tradition, free reed aerophone, Katu

ethnic group, Lao Thueng, Southern Laos
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