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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research aims to study the shared
beliefs on amulets in the borderlands of Thailand, Laos and
Cambodia. Two topics will be explored: firstly, the perception of the
amulets in the context of relating contemporary culture; and
secondly, the local beliefs on the amulets before the contemporary
era. The field research, exploring amulets which form shared beliefs,
aims to collect data and to analyze the beliefs relating to five types
of ancient amulets: Neang (333), In (514), Poe (1), Khmer Phra Kring
(‘Wizﬂ%ﬁL‘UJﬁ), and Phra Pit Ta (W52Unn1). The research methods in
folklore were applied to the data collection in border markets and
temples in the Thai-Lao-Cambodian boderlands of the provinces of
Ubon Ratchathani, Sisaket, Surin, and Champasak.

The results of the study show as follows. Firstly, the Thai,
Lao, and Cambodian societies have common beliefs on the amulets
made of animal canine teeth, horns, elephant tusk, and other
animal products. Moreover, these amulets can cover various types
of medicinal herbs, minerals, basketworks, and sacred objects
unifying between local and religious beliefs. In terms of social
perception of the amulets, in Thai, Lao and Cambodian borderland
societies accept that these talisman objects have a dual social
status combining between amulets and local souvenirs. The
mechanism of mass culture is the popular discourse on the
abundance of Lao natural resources and Cambodian magic and
mysticism. Secondly, in terms of local beliefs on amulets before the
contemporary era in the borderlands of Thailand, Laos and
Camodia, it’s found that five types of amulets among those were
studied: Negang (%3), In (Bw), Poe (i), Khmer Phra Kring (W52N3
Wwus), and Phra Pit Ta (WsglUam1). The first three amulets can be
traced back to the Brahmanism influence while the last two amulets

relate to the popular culture of Buddhism. The Ngang can refer to a
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Hindu god called Shiva, the Poe to a Hindu goddess called Uma,
and the In to the fusion of Shiva and Uma. The meaning of Phra
Kring, originally believed to be a representative of Bhaisatchaya
Guru, one of Mahayana Buddhas, has been interpreted in a variety
of ways, depending on the period of time and geographical areas.
However, the numeric symbol similar to Number One in Thai (e),
which is always found under the base of the Khmer Phra Kring
amulet, could be referred to as initial birth. Therefore, based on
original beliefs in the shared cultural areas of Thailand, Laos, and
Cambodia, Phra Kring, especially the one with a grasshopper-shaped
like face, could mean the first Buddha. Nevertheless, this type of
Phra Kring, in some areas, could basically be created to refer to
Phra Upaguta, which means the protector. And Phra Pit Ta can be
traced back to the god Ganesavara who was interpreted as the
protector of the Buddhism.

Keywords: Shared Beliefs, Amulets, Borderlands, Thailand-Laos-

Cambodia
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