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Khon Sod : Adapting of Traditional Khon to

Rural Performance
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Abstract

Khon Sod, a theatrical form for provincial audiences,
adapted from Khon (traditional royal court dance drama performed
by masked dancers). Khon Sod’s development from Khon,
performance style, and what impacted this development were
subjects of the study.

Results were that Khon Sod maintains some aspects of
Khon. Both use the Ramayana story, wearing Khon masks and play
Na Paat (a piece of music reserved for formal occasions). These
elements were simplified for use in Khon Sod. Characters and role
playing were altered to entertain audiences, adding dance styles
and songs from Likay, popular Thai folk theater, and Nang Talung,
shadow puppets. These adaptations to Khon Sod derive from
performers active in many types of performing arts. Sometime they
borrowed styles from their rival performances to better compete
with them. Khon Sod was developed to fulfill audience expectations
and sponsor needs under budget constraints.

Producers, audiences, sponsors, and competitors all played

key roles in adapting Khon to Khon Sod.

Keywords: Khon, Khon Sod, Provincial Khon, rural performance
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