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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the status of research in teaching Thai as
a foreign language of post-graduate curriculum at the universities in Thailand and
synthesize the contents and the tendency of research in teaching Thai as a for-
eign language.The population of this research was 61 research studies published
in 2002-2012, which consisted of theses and independent studies in teaching
Thai as a foreign language from 80 public universities and autonomous universi-
ties. Among these works, 11.48 % were theses and 88.52% were independent
studies.

The results of the study revealed that the research studies in teaching
Thai as a foreign language were mostly carried out in 2011 (32.76%) followed by
2010 (20.69%) and 2012 (14.75%). The purposes of the research studies were to
find the teaching efficiency (15.73%), to construct textbooks (14.61%) and to
construct exercises (10.11%). The population used in the research studies con-
sisted of foreign adult learners (42%) followed by university students (18%) and
the number of elementary students was the same as that of foreign instructors
(12%). The mostly used research instruments were test (28.16%), questionnaire

(11.65%) and 12 exercises (11.65%).

The synthesis of the research contents showed that the areas most studies
were curriculum construction and development, instructional media production
together with finding the efficiency and academic achievement were studied
(78.69%) followed by studies of needs, attitude and satisfaction (8.20%) and stud-
ies of state and problems of teaching and learning Thai as a foreign language
(6.56%). The results of qualitative analysis revealed 6 contents of the research
studies were 1. curriculum construction and development, instructional media
production together with finding the efficiency and academic achievement, 2.
studies of needs, attitude and satisfaction, 3. studies of state and problems of
teaching and learning Thai as a foreign language, 4. studies of the behavior of
instructors and learners in Thai as a foreign language classes, 5.studies of state




and problems of Thai as a foreign language program management, and 6. text
analysis for teaching and learning Thai.

Keywords: The Status of Research, Teaching Thai as a Foreign Language
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