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Abstract

The purpose of the research is to study how Cambodian ideologies are
skillfully hidden in grade 1-6 Cambodian textbooks. According to the research,
textbooks are used as tools to foster Cambodian ideologies by the government
of Cambodia.

As the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports is solely responsible for
producing textbooks which are used by government schools, indoctrinating na-
tional ideologies is inevitable, be it intentionally or not.

The ideologies that appear in the textbooks function to 1) foster pride to
be Cambodians which have great civilizations 2) view France and Siam as the
enemies 3) remind the reader of the genocide, which causes pain to all Cambo-
dians and 4) to harmonise the differences in religions and nationalities.

Crafting Cambodian Ideologies have both a benefit and a drawback. As
regards the first, it helps develop the patriotism of new Cambodian generations
and prepare them to be part of the nation’s development. However, it also
repeats the unforgettable historical conflicts with Cambodia and its neighbors,

in particular Thailand, which may obstruct the success of ASEAN.
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