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Abstract

This article aims to study the utilization of the SEA Games to further
the political advantages of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen during the
hosting of the 32nd SEA Games. In this regard, the role of the sport in state-
politics concept and qualitative research methodology were employed. The
analysis reveals that the SEA Games presented a significant opportunity for
the PM to gain political advantages. The evidence is multifaceted: Firstly,
Cambodia’s recruitment of international athletes to win medals served as a
tangible accomplishment that bolstered the PM’s popularity. Secondly, the
competition’s timing provided an opportune moment for use as a campaign
platform for the general elections in July. Thirdly, the Games’ events
facilitated the strengthening of Cambodia’s ties with China, a key ally in
supporting the PM’s political agenda. Fourthly, the inclusion of indigenous
sports cultivated national pride, while the Muay dispute with Thailand also
amplified nationalist sentiment. Additionally, the Cambodian government
promptly responded to public dissatisfaction regarding ticket pricing and
seating capacity to miticate any potential impact on the forthcoming

elections.

Keywords: Cambodia, 32nd SEA Games, Prime Minister Hun Sen, Political

advantages
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Table 1 AAUANITWIITUNWRILABUNDY/BLNUE (1959-2025)

k] UszmAnnm Fungaty k| Uszmadnnm Fungau
1959 | agaunny, lng 12-17 5.0. 1993 | wAlus 12-20 fi.0.
1961 | gads, wah 11-16 5.0. 1995 | Wadluny, lne 9-17 5.0.
1963 | funyn usignidnnisudedy 1997 | 9anen, dulailde 11-19 f.A.
1965 | fandues, ey 14-21 5.0. 1999 | dumiiaiuniy, vslu 7-15 d.a.
1967 | ngunn, Ine 9-16 5.A. 2001 | Mandues, snade 8-17 n.4.
1969 | 19y, mah 6-13 .. 2003 | suee/lediiug, Geaun 5-13 5.
1971 | Manaues, dualde 6-13 5.0. 2005 | wgdan, Haulud 27 N.Y.-5 5.0.
1973 | FAlUs 1-8 5.0 2007 | uAssIwdEwn, Tne 6-15 5.0.
1975 | nyunnv, lng 9-16 5. 2009 | seduniy, alvamn 9-18 5.A.
1977 | Mandues, wale 19-26 W.8. 2011 | msan/dndudsdulailidy | 11-22 we.
1979 | 1san, dulailde 21-30 n.g. 2013 | wised, Wewan 11-22 5.0.
1981 | wzilan, WAaUTud 6-15 5.0. 2015 | @wnlus 5-16 §l.¢.

> sssuuaBinudde 22(b) hilldfuuadasaadanisutsduwuumests Widunihiivesuszmne
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k] UszmAnm FuUITY U UszinAnm Funiau
1983 | @sAlUs 28n.A. -6 0.8, | 2017 | Marduwes, uade 19-30 @.A.
1985 | njunwe, e 8-17 5.A. 2019 | WauUud 30 W.e.-11 5.0.
1987 | a11sa, duladiide 9-20 n.g. 2021 | (2022) e1uey, RuAuly 12-23 w.A.
1989 | fhanduwes, uawde 20-31 @.A. 2023 | wungy, fuywn 5-17 W.A.
1991 | wedlan, WaUTud 204 W8, -3 5.0. 2025 | nyunwv/vays/awm, e 9-20 5.A.
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fumyeing q sdmdandudiu hliuena guieu seuldluitUnausneg
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(The Phnom Penh Post, 2021; The Straits Times, 2021)
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