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Abstract

The research’s objectives were to 1) identify model communities
for developing innovative villagers to move towards sustainable
development in Chiang Rai Province, 2) study the process of creating
innovative villagers in these model communities, and 3) examine the
conditions for success in developing innovative villagers to move towards
sustainable development. The qualitative research methodology used
included focus group discussions, interviews and participant observations of
community development activities in Chiang Rai Province. There were 20
key informants and content analysis was employed. The research findings
are as follows: First, model communities were identified that utilized
participatory principles involving network partners from the government,
civil society, private, and education sector. Six model communities were
identified for the development of innovative villagers. A common definition
of developing the potential of individuals to become "innovative villagers"
which is based on capital and community wisdom was adopted. Second,
the process of developing innovative villagers in the model communities of
Chiang Rai Province consisted of: 2.1 the learning process, knowledge, and
wisdom, 2.2 the social process of leadership, and 2.3 the process of strengthening

network partnerships. Lastly, the conditions for success in developing
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innovative villagers to move towards sustainable development included: 3.1
knowledge, 3.2 leadership, 3.3 creating network partners, and 3.4 sustainable
knowledge development. This will lead to the sustainable development of
Chiang Rai Province by driving the community through economic development,

social responsibility, and the sustainable preservation of natural resources.

Keywords: Innovative Villagers, Conditions for Success, Participation
Network, Wisdom, Sustainable Development
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