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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to investigate the existing social
inequality and comprehend the disparities in opportunities among individuals
in Thailand, viewed through the prism of class distinctions. The researchers
employed the work of Jodhka, Rehbein, & Souza (2018) and Bourdieu’s notion
of capital - encompassing economic, social, cultural, and symbolic aspects
within the social sphere to analyze the structure of societal classes. The
research methodology involved qualitative analysis of life-course interviews
conducted with 72 key informants. The interview participants were diverse in
terms of their genders, generations, geographical locations, and socio-
economic statuses. The interviews delved into subjects' life histories,
behavioral patterns, aspirations, dreams, and their perceptions of their current
circumstances.

The findings of the research revealed that the contemporary class

structure in Thai society is a non-linear evolution and that it is heavily
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influenced by the intricate interplay of political-economic developments. The
political regime and modern economic changes have led to the emergence
of complex sub-classes. After dissecting case studies as seen through the lens
of capital, five distinct classes were identified in contemporary Thailand: the
marginalized, the struggler, the middle class, the stability, and the stability
plus (stability +). Each class exhibited unique thought patterns regarding their
roles and status changes in relation to their positions, as well as regarding
how, and to what extent, they could access, accumulate, and transmit their
capital; seize life opportunities; and sustain benefits over time. Although each
class tends to perpetuate itself by efficiently managing and accumulating
capital, the demarcation between classes is not rigid as individuals have the
potential to ascend the social ladder, albeit within certain limitations. The
upward mobility process is rooted in the accumulation of economic capital,
specialized skills, education attainment, and specific vocational prospects.
However, each class entails certain costs related to either sustaining their
current position, or achieving upward mobility. There is also the gap between
class divisions, both within and between classes, which allows the Thai

patron-client system to function in every social class level.

Keywords: Social inequality, Classes, Social structure, Contemporary Thai

society
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yusuiiianuuasnnd fafu dwsvesuduiilifanutuases atadinimis
e ValuguuuuresssuuUss fugunimdaunii wleviedound dasatafiniaus
$5 vieuasnisnisliruemdeiioannansenuanmsunsszunvedisalaia
19 fefunalnddrylunsussmanueindiuin wavandesitanedinuiiaty
dmsvrutuilifanutuamisdeay Winineniswe snisairsanusuadli
asauafiReMIasULtuiofuT N lid1asdunisaeu nw. aeuussyuitesu
$19M1399115/61573 Feudfezdidmouunuiion uwiflanuiuanasiiatadinngi
AsouRquitiasauats Tasidlofiansanadfdainsaeu nw. Feduuwldufintunnd
Tneanglul 2563 adasasudiuim 617,333 au Turneisions1ineauise
U539 30,900 8731 (The Matter, 2020) wail \Wuiiawledn nsdidnwmans
swazvieuliiiiuin maszuvaiainisdsaudmniveIndus Jauamieuldiv
afann1s1vns audiuauannAlidiuanududulunsdosseuudaduiioussaiu
31911580
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uenanatarnisdsesluguuuutl avaRnmaenglusuuuududsdmanie

nsanderivsyminsruduegiainaula Tnsangeumdouddumsing lnsdl
ddgildun yunsAnuniinlinsdAnwivaneseaunsasnsedunisfnyives
nuDaz Aot uTesLedidetiuinals Tusfn yunisfnw anulidmsugi
fauannsaiamesa “Goui” Suilinsdnwieglurudusediuu aunsn
vifutuneglusutuiiarutuasnnduld egndlsid fusifinsedfanesuduli
geuilensinu (nee.) Tull wa 2541 waznesuiulidfuiiyndusieldlueuan
(n59.) Tud w.a.2547 WWuduun Tfidrdadunesu nea. §1uau 5,957,241 518
(neeL, 2564) Faduiinauladn nsdlfinufleglu Gen Y Wusuan Jseglunseun
sz aunsadiFouszdugandnunld TurnegfinsdAnunlu Gen Baby
Boom uay Gen X Lifillomadsnan sniunisidleniaanis wu ns “vinien”
vidouamile SuuroszdugaudnuuarluiFousiornsussine

Wudeatuineasns deyaainnisdunivaluandiiiuaniizding
gNEWINTDITUTUNEATNT TnslanznEnsNITIEsen WU 117U INUTIAaIN
ulsvsganyunianens laiasdu meindrseuiinnans ulsusganyusun
sUsuusneg lddnnsduauiulseiu Quenwediusidulasinsusgiusandn
\WuBeswnilinumsnsnegesaziitineglelunneilagdy

dmiuiwesiansuaziiivesfianissedos lassaiaasugiafide
lanmalvingussiasedes wagn1siiuduseiuidnvesian1ssedes w3efanisiin
Tl iy Fuasudeuwsn Sudrendeduiionisamulsznevendn gasidy
ﬁauimﬁﬁzyﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂuﬂajmﬁ annsnuuruturesues Mnvuduiliifunsdy
yutufifieusuasmaasugianntuld

Tneifed wandliifudaunumvssulovefiAsafunsdnassineins
(distributive policy) sanlufisn1sdnassnswennslud (re-distributive policy) Tu
JULUUT8IN15ANATEIMNSEIAL N1sU3Nsastsagliinandudnunisaissage
nsfinw Tunmsasteriavdornumieudsenineudulaenss Taonafuseld
w’%a%’mu%miﬁﬁﬂLﬂulugmwwhm (Leach, 2016) Fati nnssmuaulguIenng
GAGEY ﬁqﬁmmé’ﬂﬁ'ﬁyﬁaﬂﬁaw‘%aLﬁm‘daﬂd'mwiwnwu%u TaldnaziBuuloune
siulan sedulssimaviesyiuvipsiuiu
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Uszifuiia mmJﬁlﬂuuﬂa\igﬂuwn'ﬁﬁ'nﬁu%%m fHufiniedann uaznis
Lﬂ?iﬂuuﬂaaL%eqmumizﬁ%aﬂu‘lmwiazju (generation) siAdeBuil wuin msdl
dnsnfluuiinmedsauvasauluusagnguiinnuuansstunuiaunismadiy
wiswgia deau elulad wagniaides Tangandsd 2550 Flituineudndy
maweluladildwlunsivasuulaniidinvesiauog1sann au Gen X uay Gen Y
Ifvgnesnulugiuilanooulay u3e cyber space uarldlanseulatifudoamis
Tumsmseld uwaziiloniaenseduaunin@inle lnenateaulausslevduuuing
nsglan wihitufleeulavdunilnesflfauiinedimdsiddmswensiazly
soludnsesu lurazifsriuilefinnsaninssumediny Uuuumssdudinves
auluusagiiufiviensfndrufiuiimadsauiigndauddudedndnualldveonie
Dalonalriusazaudulddmdud luduialduniy dunineinsmmamstunie
sUnuunslETAnGedyanvaliivilimaneaundvdelinddnlududa fega
sun fldndifudr i unuiiviuadoduiedieiidae fiazduneléd au Gen
Y vangaudulaumioutuanuiunmensfinwegades szduiiseudans ua
AEALIUNSANTEAUYS YIS niounsqdunisfnyivisenasusingg vl
\hvnevesiinAeudnasiisey Gen X fidpsnsausiua fosnstuia Tnsau
nguimnlaifiteulsludinduanuenay wifarlideonotnayvdiuiou
WUULAY kavdzuesAnuguliiunuesiou 1wy nsteUsvaunsaiinaUszne
TngazdesiindesilogunsaiiviuaoiunsliTislutiogdu mavdsuuladiidin
fananludumianiioutudsueniiuiinmedinundaniranndudniuauiild
wiluvazifieafuaenuin msdanfefandnnandidiunnundenadeiiuii
difey autuaensargnmeilululsuiuiiviasiddegauslamnuAdden
e uazdiiunedmunisduine widmiuiuiivesdnnduiliue Advdvuiy
ofiuazduennarlifisime msfmead luiiadisdananumuandullden
wndmiuaudun mezéfaqmﬁaﬁy’am%mhUmﬂaé’qmLLaw%’wmmL%é’mﬁﬂwaﬁﬁ
inswe Hufimsdsaufiauilunenewazedudiludy ensaggniadudediuau
Sunmenaiiazdessnefiduld Wilkinson & Pickett (2012: 297-298) §31 Ay
wieuawhlrnsutsiuanusduduiu isdosiusuiasaaliviu ausaefad
nsduineudlaaiieuansgiug Sevileuduianneletosatudsiiaud (Wilkinson
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& Pickett, 2012) lun1enssiudy $udseduinuii nauAuyeveuiwnulild
Tomaflaslafituilunsuslanenuiiuasiolen Iiasuenannidenlndvieauass
doflenawhiu Megradu wyiduvesiingilaniiagldfuudninfisrvosgning
Tsanutdy vienslaflamasmiugnuluusas fufifunisiounanesuldiud
ooulatdiunanansavild dadunwivaliondsvesgnineruems Wusu dsi
flvgthuaundandradn “Silsauduge Alddesnslisluitevdu” feluudd
Jodhka, Rehbein & Souza (2018) lsieSurgindunnuuanaislunisidndefianssu
wardudiifenludiny iszartunsazaumuidailinannmansssmisdany
'vnﬂLwiLﬁuﬁqmﬂwaﬂﬁgﬂwﬁm%WWﬂﬂuiuwﬁﬁﬁmuﬁﬂjuuﬁa Fansnnveavsodaninu
anusfadstiagyinislunsuuaurudy Ssuidetuiiviuimuuay habitus Tad
muduiudidenlosiulunstiinsdaulmuiulnesaluda
Asfidensesemanuifumnumaesdnfidrsnisludndinediofnuan

fougeulfiinnumdondidsenaazanannslinaUsslesifinnniu viensld
AvEiauiiAnIndiy widmiulungueusnlineveufliusiusaAndmiensevn
5qmmm?iamgﬂﬁmiwéfawnLi’fﬂﬁuﬁwﬁamma&ﬁaﬂiﬂi’uﬁ
lugnunisillesaznudn dnnisillesazdinisdeanienengdsugnuaiuseis
Wiuladn éhasm arunsidlesvesuien aua.dadu Gen Baby Boom aznuily
ATOUATY miuwuaq wIegnuauarinemaunennenisiles Ineriugiudss
vosnguiaiediosni uidmiu aavds Fudundy Gen X oannanisidig
mimaqmm‘uumumuwmimaawaLLaugiJmemmiLaaﬂmmLiJasJuLuJawﬂm
Tenalunaifu aa. 18detu widemnenisdesslilfiAnanidsmesay
vipaufinu Tuvaziinguau Gen X 1unugulwifiidasifunguiiiinggiunig
nsidles nau Gen Y fnaneifu Aiunsevdndsdnsnisniafioauarldfiuing
Femeeulalunsdudomieaviouliymmedenuunniu
Hliteyadiionglutisiu Gen 7 Suuniliinsldussloviviedsznay
odwidemaeldnatviaunanrlesadundnainndstu Tunsddannsoiiesed
Tgnsliadvaunanlesulunmsmaelduenanazfiutesmeivinviufugase
wér duduaieutemiavesaulutaeiu Gen Z luniswergiumdnidsanin
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Fowseuvedemaluiinfiinanaundenamiaasvgiawagmsnsyateseld
sewisiuiiiiosassuun sewsgatvaunanresuiudufuifaulugagy
Gen Z awnsamsgladainlaglidndudeadumadilumawilungunn8n
aold winindiasigndnifendsfazaunsaedvseldin nsnerenldfina
wnannesuiieadeneldlituiueunselianusadifaiunisusazaiy
Lfﬁﬁgmqmwgﬁﬁ]ﬁmzﬁ;nﬁaLLazi’mquéaeﬂuﬁuﬁﬂ?umw TuarUSuamatii deu
azﬁau’jﬁ]z:ymmmm?iamgwmqLﬂitﬁgﬁﬁ]izijﬁuﬁlﬁmLLazsnuuwiuﬂszmﬂlwﬂ
danseg

Usziituiivh aaumdeuaszaulanfiuaumasuaissninsvuduly
Fenulne anuvdenaivarefifuarinalnnsieuiiadududon Tusiea
dpuaranslan i'fml,ﬂammmé“auagﬁﬁﬁwm 7 25 1dud Aumdenaidiu
miwﬁm Fipu n1sidles Yausssu Awindon wumammm wazdlidiuinany
wasndvhaudeuiuiunans w‘vmmuvmﬂmﬂummqmw%m 1Ny Laa
Temansmedenn nsidlos Jausssu ag’luwuwmmwLmaaulmmmvam fafian
udn auvasaunguiifargnideatueenluanauiunistedifeulovis (1SSC &
UNESCO, 2016)

nuAnvdssrnumdssaiulandliiuisrnuuansnsEnineay 20%
ﬁi’mﬁqmﬁ’u 20% ﬁauﬁqm (Wilkinson & Pickett, 2012) lUaufisau 1% yui
AseuAsBININeINsUINnIIAaslulan (Stilitz, 2013) wasFliiudwesinei
wnnaedulugulonia (inequality of opportunity) ) TuN15ATOUATRINSNEINT
diausns viseududeumaesa B wadns (inequality of outcome) Iumu
AUNIN @mmwmmammLLmIan’]a’LumiLaauﬁuwuu agalsfin uiarund o

N3a09dlA AoAumEasNaInIulenIa (inequality of opportunity) kasAINNLMADY

[

SUHAGNS (inequality of outcome) zfinnudenlasiu nd1afie Awmden
ddulemadudeulviifiogiou (ex ante) lurmsiinmumisuadunadndidu
AR (ex post) (Atkinson, 2015) mui%’aﬁiﬁmmaﬂaﬁ’ummm%‘lauagwéfm
Tenmafleguuiduntsvosaniug Mumisiazsuduresauludsnudundn wa
nsfnwuandidiui Temauasdumiluiaveseuusassuduilivindu thands

naansunnaaiuliddnezduneld aauzaunin aausvnsderuuazududlonia

oY
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Tunadouruiu Weudsuifeutu aulurududganieaurevey viowudused
fusu Menaluiindosniauieglurutuuudeiiufudeviofodviuinnins
Tudfvaseunsemineins uazudfuduimaamssay dafu snasdinisunsnuss
Falsureifioananumiend maviamudilanumdouddiulemasgwing
yuiu awvliannsodmuadleviaioanmudoud ludsnulfundty
Namiﬁﬂwagﬁaumwmmm?i'augﬁzﬁuiaﬂiwdwﬂuﬁiwﬁqmﬁumuﬁ
witgaludielne suludsmsvinuiidewiuiureseumidend manein win
BuanenumAena medsan an1usfiuanenafuszrineue ALy Aussy
Hlunadnfainisvesanduiidndunsden lidasdussuunsfine quam
N38UIUNTERTITULAZNIIANATEME AL aunsananslimiiuliogiadaiou
Tusaiieulurudunardul femauazdmadenlunad fuasdenlduing
auszduanduileniadnin Insianizlonanisnsne dsdamasioluganiiu
widondmaasusia lnslameneldviensiensemindau luvnsiinufuvesd
LiifinnsAnuniiselalaids 100 vinsetu Wevrudunarsiiaudsyang el
Suduieuas 15,000 U %’ﬁlu’awLﬁaulﬁﬁ"uLﬁwmaqqiﬁaﬁﬁw%’wéﬁwmaﬁua”m
dwioluis amuimdendmaiausssussninsauiidisadnuaifunndrsiu maiden
Uﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁagjuugmﬂummﬂ o maun anufinis ausdenamisnisiles 39
auiitisnatiosninilifuwaglilduusdloviannsinduladeuleve deed
Flalviiy auimdeudimnaduduneden aunmAsnndeuiiauudasnguas
Fsutuegfuyulunadidauasdeniogonde waensldsslonianduandes
T B AT R senadledvaldlosses wadlevwavuun Jedwmasieios
luisnsdidauinig enufuaznisiidniwanisniaidies gavieanumdeudn
maguarmd aulurududndhifsudiloniasfaldnsing winruveaman
wrAlsildgnlimmuddqilofisuiueuivesnuuisnguiifiéunasnnnin faiisi
diuldndesivseiFestassnisianaualg) wu luilufiesur viotinga 3
Ausveanaluwase alisuanuaulaninnitanuivesnitiuaue
arsndoudimisilentadunaliiAnaumdondidunadng
desnmafvdeyalusuiteaded idatuluaniunisainsundssuinvodlsa
1a30-19 anuwdenaidunadnsidanuiudomosanuuansislunslidy
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U o W

nanszyuLazn1sUTUivasausutua1eg Tudsanlye Tuvasiiaulurugulen

'
a A

sfuns uazsisdsuasegnediu le¥unansenutiosninnseineldfituag ediwan
WwisesUsuifon1ssednsyiigunImeetnues Usunganssulunisldtinuay
sUsuUMIThNL sutureveulazsuiusediusy naeduruduiiuinniian
fsiinnau seldanas ﬁgﬂuﬂejm%é’a wsamudng inensng neldaned
prnd1un wannldifisundesusungfinssuuazidtin wisndudesausumin
nindn ielvianunsadsstinlaluaniunisaitagdu

daluauuy

FarauauuLBeaIvIng

nudeillauddyfunisesueuiiludindlnesiuads fauuas
LUULNUNGANTINRIUAaz Tty iauansliiunnumdendiszninasudy
ogalsiid nsAnvdessudululanilddodmi wifinseAusmefumogwemuu
liesfudnannda ddnuesiFeu dlerveFeu vidousiusysiie Fudu
wAandngfetnlfiiolinneivuduludsesing malduadaifadugaisudu
Tunsndnmvessusulunuuyifieed Fauruoud doulslanmsalinmausui
AsauAgy soumuluynia

Tunifadede The Killing Fields of Inequality (2013) Géran Therborn
L@ueliin Wﬁﬂﬁéﬂﬁ@iumiammmm?{amgw p19:1lAaINNsUSUTAT IS 19N
\Asygiauardny Lwimi‘uﬁgﬂLﬁaamﬂaWMLuﬁamgwazLﬁmﬁuﬁlﬁ MNUTIANNA
JuindouanuiUAsunUasinniadsauies lwaued wnansui 20 fvudy
wssudundmdnlunmsdsuuas lugatiaguiindwemuisuvilduuiunis
ussusoukoadly susuiduanunTannnihandusutunans Aifidneaman
i1 widsfimamannvangegunn uazluvaneuszmaninaneidundsiidaaiunang
wAeuaiAsies 1y Msfsuszmslassudunarslulssmaddlul 1973 Useine
iugoalud 2002 vieuidinsdsuudadulssmdlneios uazliifiosussuty
nanawitu udtanduslunadsuuawesududug Aidudesd iy (Therbom,
2013) ety winagdnnsAnwndsvessudulunisananundondinieda
Sududesdimsfnuiiieesuisuduainyuuesdun iy susesuuingndad
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AudIAyAuInd lnvosruty Anuduiudseuninssutu swluisnisadig
HusTnsserierutudusssdundouvadlunsildsullaslassasaiuifiuse

Jorduauuzidaulauny

nansAnELandliue g dnIauE e I ILAYANLLANANTEII LT
TuragiRgfuinanadliiiiuin uleu1en1snszanensneInsilnanen1santeeing
szrisrudueglaitios Tnatamzulousatainisdeauussanenen 1w Tassns
nanuseiuguaindiunii lassnsUnsadainisunesy soulufianasnisnis
FrowdeBerluaniunisainmsundssuinvesdsaladn-19 dudusudumevey
ﬂuu%gwiaﬁc?iuuiu suldfsrudunarsunsdin windsianuleuiens vanendnenns
wienil lwwnatuunuagbiannsndssdinegsenldvimnandingd luvaziivudy
emartads waziunaieogresdBunnuazlalglivsyloviannsdaassminens
Tudnwasfingnn namdntends nsdnassninensiiieatannisderuiodu
L’E‘Iaulmé’]ﬁ’miumsammmm?famﬁ% faagiiulain ﬂsﬂﬁﬂmﬁwmwﬁamﬁmﬁaav
aaumi'«aLﬂm‘ummmwaLﬂwaﬂ‘diuﬂumumamm{mmauma nsgfnwsulumg
Feodunnin drvnndeanlneTatannistaunti ﬂiummmmLﬂumaaawiimwa
$us1wnnsen

upnnileanulouien1snseaensne nsluanvuzAINa1ILa usnIs
a1s1susfiTieiinanuainnsavesussvulitiomdenuesialussuunan
Im‘aLawwiaﬂ’]ﬁiuﬂﬂivﬁﬁamiﬁﬂmﬁﬁ@mm‘wa]w‘fﬂﬁﬂiwwﬂﬁﬁmmﬁﬂEmTw
iielanunsausenavedndiiselénstuluouian (Phongpaichit, 2014: 26) &e
Junasnisfidrdalunisanannumasudn dasdiulédn nsdidnwimanese
mmiaLﬁau%u%uLLazgwuzmaamam%’ﬁéf Lﬁaammﬂﬁugmmiﬁﬂmﬁqaﬁu 1
Iusglovdannmunsiine wieRuyudduilensAnunludnwazsieg lusnuias
Wiy fane dnsiidan sadodunain dwnulnedsdlanumdoudnlumsdideou
feszAvgaNAnwIsENIAnTINnAseuATITiTIefigniunguauiiandeiiaang
umnAneiue 50% whednisdadenomuiulifBuiionsing (nem) Feuedléd
wnwuiisnausilasuussleviann nee. ldunnidn (Lathapipat, 2014: 93).
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aety Tunsinuauleuieiieanainuimdenal n1svenglanianis
nsfinwegranedeliiiene wideesuluisnunimnsfnyinaznisasidlenia
Taugnauaudniansnwlaunniuse

AnAnssuUsznA

uneuiudiuniisnes Tasin1s3ds “msidoaumdeualusziilan:
fresursinfesudunaraunidendiludsaulnesanats ” IF¥uvsulszua
aruayuan ddnnuauenIsunsdLasuIvemans 33s wasuinngsy (@nad.)
fTsuveveunseanlideyaiilieassunmniufiednase
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