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Abstract

The objective of this study was to identify writing errors in an
elective course, “Introduction to Lao Language”, taken by undergraduate
students at Ubon Ratchathani University during the academic years 2017 -
2019 . Lao orthography and error analysis of the lexical usage were
employed as the principles to identify the students’ writing errors. A
purposive sample of 372 pieces of the students’ creative narrative writing
from three different topics: “My Impression”, “Jokes”, and “Blessings”, were
analyzed. After identifying the errors, frequency counts were used to
categorize the error types. The study revealed a total of 1,759 errors, which
were classified into four main types: 1) spelling errors, 2) replacing Lao
words with Thai words, 3) using Thai orthography in Lao writing, and 4)
lexical errors. Among spelling errors, three subtypes were identified. The
most frequently occurring errors were in the spelling of vowels, followed by
consonants, and then tones. Regarding consonant errors, more errors were
found in initial consonants than in final consonants. Among the 24 initial

consonant errors, the most frequently misspelled consonants were 2
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followed by §,2,0, 8,98, ,®, 5D, 0, VY, 7], and W, respectively. The least

frequently misspelled were & and ® 9. For final consonants, the most
common error was in writing D, followed by 9, b, N, O, and U, respectively,
with © being the least frequently misspelled. In vowel spelling errors, the

most commonly misspelled word wascda, followed by &, 8, and 8, ¢8, le, l&

, @8, 89, 8, and ot. The least frequently misspelled were $and ce9t. Tone
errors were related to writing words with the wrong tonal markers.
Additionally, using Thai words in Lao writing was identified as a common
error, particularly at the phrasal level. In terms of applying Thai orthography
to Lao writing, the most common errors involved words with vowel
diphthongs such as ¢ -® and c¢® ® , as well as clusters. Lexical errors
frequently included the incorrect usage of words such as 8 (ticket), 2o ®

(me), and ¢3e9 (story), respectively.
Keywords: Lao Language Writing errors, Misspelling, Teaching Lao language
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