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Abstract

Racial discrimination against Thai Indians can exacerbate
negative feelings and cause identity confusion. This article seeks to
understand how such discriminations affect the way Thai Indians view
themselves, employing William Edward Burghardt Du Bois’s theory of
Double Consciousness. The study examines Thai Indians’ perception of
themselves in terms of their sense of belonging to Thai society, their
racial status as Thai and Indian, and their self-defined identities.
Throughqualitative research methodology, virtual in-depth interview
sessions with eight Thai Indians were used for data collection.

The study suggests that all of the interviewees experienced
racial discrimination. The discrimination developed their self-perception
of unusual individuals and outsiders, leading to negative feelings.
Consequently, discrimination is seen as the veil segregating Thai Indians
from Thai people. Those who perceived themselves as both Thai and
Indian, were likely to be confused with their identities, namely double
consciousness and twoness. They defined themselves as Thai to conceal
their Indian identity, as Thai Indians to disclose their Thai identity and
Indian heritage, and as human beings to avoid judging themselves by

race criteria.

Keywords: Thai Indians, discrimination, identity, double consciousness
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