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Muticulturalism in Elementary School Textbooks

of Laos and Vietnam
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Abstract

This paper aims to study multiculturalism which is realized
through elementary school textbooks of Laos and Vietnam by utilizing
content analysis and illustration analysis. The units of analysis are drawn
from Lao language textbooks of the fifth grade, published in 1997 and
2017 and Vietnamese language textbooks of the fifth grade, volume |
and Il published in 2012. Results show that there was inconsiderable
multicultural presentation in Lao textbooks. On the one hand, the
textbooks addressed ‘Laotian’ as ‘Lao’ in general, not with any ethnic
group specification. Therefore, illustrations of multiculturalism in the
textbooks appeared only a few. The presentation of multiculturalism in
Vietnamese textbooks was diversely represented. The textbook
presented ethnic ways of life, gender roles, and interesting narratives
about people from different countries. The illustrations of
multiculturalism appeared on the cover page as well as presented in the
textbooks. Thus, the results have indexed that Lao’s policy mainly
focuses on cultural assimilation- transforming its ethnic minorities to be
“Lao,” while Vietnam’s policy aims at building national unity on
diversity-placing importance to acknowledging ethnic group identities, in

the meanwhile, building national unity.
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